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Call Sign SNAFU at FCC 
Affects New Hams 


Imagine you’ ve just passed your 
licensing examination and your new 
ticket finally arrives in the mail bearing 
your brand-new call sign. Maybe you 
even order a batch of new QSL cards. 
Then, you get on the air only to learn 
that your brand-new call sign isn’t your 
call sign after all, because the FCC al- 
ready had issued it to someone else! 


In fact, in some cases during mid 
to late October, the FCC’s computers 
apparently issued the same call sign to 
several individuals at different times. 
In a way, it’s been a game of musical 
chairs, but one where the last person 
to be assigned the call sign gets to keep 
it. Among those affected were Louise 
Williams, KF4MTE, and John Lake, 
KF4MTC, both of Newberry, South 
Carolina, and George Merchant, 
KF4MTD, of Joanna, South Carolina. 
Williams first was issued KF4MTO. A 


check of the FCC transaction records. 


indicates that KF4MTO was a busy call 
sign, having first been assigned Will- 
iams on October 23, then reassigned 
on October 30 to another YL in North 
Carolina before ending up with its 
“rightful” owner, yet another YL in Ten- 
nessee on November 2. Williams was 
issued KF4MTE on the same date, but 
not before the call sign had briefly been 
assigned first to different individuals 
in Florida, also on October 23 and Oc- 
tober 30, respectively. Lake’s and 
Merchant’s call signs had similar his- 
tories, and they, in turn, had first re- 
ceived other call signs on their new li- 
censes. 

The FCC discovered the problem 
in late October. Commission personnel 

2 


were wrestling with computer-related 
problems for about a week during late 
October and early November, just prior 
to issuing the first Gate 2 vanity call 
signs on November 4. All of those af- 
fected appear to be first-time licensees. 

‘The incorrect licenses were not 
supposed to be mailed out, but some- 
how, they were mailed out,” said a 
spokesman at the FCC’s Gettysburg, 
Pennsylvania, office. He said he had 
“no idea” how many licensees were af- 
fected, but he believes the FCC’s cur- 
rent database has been corrected so that 
no call sign has multiple holders. But 
some people affected might not have 
gotten the word yet. “The correct li- 
censes might not have been mailed out, 
so they might be holding a license with 
the wrong call sign,” he conceded. 
‘‘We’re going to try and see which ones 
didn’t get mailed out.” He emphasized 
that the call sign in the current FCC 
database is the correct call sign. 
Gettysburg personnel were looking into 
the reasons for the irregularity with an 
eye toward making sure it doesn’t hap- 
pen again, he said. 


Miami Hamboree 


Information System 


Moves 
Ray Vaughan (KD4BBM) has 


- announced that the yearly Miami 


Hamboree Information System will 
move this year to 147.555 MHz. This is 
in keeping with the example set by the 
ARRL and to move the station away 
from some very close repeater inputs. 
This QST system will be transmitting 
Hamboree and Miami area information 
for one week leading up to the 


Hamboree on February | and 2.. For , 


more information on this Information 
System contact rvaughan@thenet.net. 
For information on the Hamboree, 
check www.hamboreee.org or their ad 
in Florida Skip. 


Search for Clubs & 


Exam Sites at ARRL 


New on the ARRLWeb site! Now 
you can use the ARRLWeb page to 
search for clubs and examination sites. 
The ARRL Affiliated Clubs page lets 


you search for affiliated clubs based 


on state, ZIP Code (you can search 
within 20, 50 or 100 miles of the ZIP 
Code you select) or ARRL section. The 
ARRL Exam Session Search lets you 
find exam sessions by state or ZIP Code 


(you can search within 20, 50 or 100 
miles of the ZIP Code you select). You 
can even find US ham radio test ses- 
sions in other countries (We found 
three sessions listed for Japan—Ed). 
Click on Clubs or Exams on the 
ARRLWeb page, or, to get right to the 
club search, set your browser to 


http://www.arrl.org/field/club/ 
clubsearch.phtml. : 


The exam search engine is at 


http://www.arrlorg/arrlvec/ 
examsearch.phtml. 


Transatlantic Anniversary 

Transatlantic anniversary: De- 
cember | 1 marks the 75th anniversary 
of the first shortwave transatlantic ra- 
dio transmission, sent from Greenwich, 
Connecticut, to an American amateur 
in Ardrossan, Scotland, back in 1921 
(see QST, Dec 1996, page 30, for de- 
tails). The US station, 1BCG, was 
owned by Minton Cronkhite. In Scot- ~ 
land, Paul Godley, 2ZE, copied a mes- 
sage sent by 1BCG. A commemorative 
W1BCG operation, using a replica of 
the 1921 transmitter, continues through 
December 15 in the vicinity of 1815 kHz 
in the 160-meter band (as close as prac- 
tical to the original frequency, which 
was 1350 kHz—in the present-day stan- 
dard broadcast band). 


Club Insurance Rises 

Club insurance going up: Albert 
H. Wohlers & Co of Park Ridge, Illinois, 
which administers the ARRL ham radio 
and club liability insurance plan, has 
raised the minimum premium for the 
ARRL Club Liability Insurance to $325 
per year. This will represent an increase 
for many clubs. Wohlers also notes that 
the ARRL ham radio equipment insur- 
ance plan for individual stations cov- 
ers all losses, The company says it’s 
paid out $2.4 million on 2700 claims over 
the past five years, the majority of the 
claims resulting from lightning damage 
and theft. For more information, con- 
tact Wohlers at 800-323-2106; fax 847- 
803-4649; e-mail cusv@ahw.com. 


ScoutRadio Web Moves 

~ ScoutRadio has moved: The 
ScoutRadio Web site has moved to 

http://www.ocbsa.org/units/paci- 

fica/troop319/ham.htm 
and has been completely redesigned. 
For more information, contact Mel 
Goldberg, KO6TF, e-mail 
scoutradio@scout.net. 

Snapshots courtesy ARRL Letter 
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Emergency Alert 


System Conference 


On December 3, 1996, the Florida 
Association of Broadcasters held an 
EAS (Emergency Alert System) confer- 
ence in Orlando. The EAS will replace 
the old EBS, a Cold War relic. Since 
the target audience was mostly the en- 
gineers in the Broadcasting field, many 
in attendance were hams. 


The main focus of the meeting 
was to discuss the EAS plan for the 
State of Florida. With the old system, a 
chain was built as stations monitored 
the next station up the line. One prob- 
lem and the chain was broken. 

With the new system, each sta- 
tion will monitor multiple sources. For 
example, a local primary broadcaster, a 
secondary and NOAA Weather Radio. 
Florida is broken up into 12 Operational 
Areas. Each of these has a plan that 

makes up the State plan. Each Local 
Primary station in the Operational Ar- 
eas will be fed state wide emergency 
information from a VSAT network 
based in Tallahassee. The focus point 
for local emergencies will be the local 
EOC (Emergency Operations Center) 
and NOAA. In many cases, the local 
chapters of the Society of Broadcast 
Engineers were instrumental in build- 
ing the local plans. 

The new system will be able to 
take the human out of the loop. It can 
be operated manually, but for stations 
that are automated, it will retransmit the 
message automatically. This has been 
a major weakness in the EBS. One un- 
trained operator, or someone getting 
coffee can break the chain. More in- 


SKIP ON TAPE FOR 
VISUALLY 


IMPAIRED 


SKIP is put on tape every 
month for the benefit of the blind or 
visually impaired. These tapes are 


available if requested and postage 
is paid both ways. If you are inter- 
ested in this valuable service, con- 
tact. Ms. Desaree Stewart, Library 
for the Blind, 420 Platt Street, 
Daytona Beach, FL 32114. Phone I- 
800-226-6075. 
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formation on the EAS can be found at 
http://www.fab.org/ebstoeas.htm. 


The new system uses a data 
packet that gives a short description of 
the problem, the old EBS 2-tone, then a 
voice message of up to two minutes. 
You may already hear these data bursts 
on NOAA or your local station. A typi- 
cal data message may be: 


ZCZC-WXR-TOR-012173- 
012005-012067+0030-205 13 15-WAAB/ 
FM- 

Will be translated into English as: 


Message from the National 
Weather Service for a tornado warning 
in Florida (12) for Wood (173), Fulton 
(051) and Henry (067) counties valid for 
30 minutes (+0030) on July 24 (205) at 
9:15 a.m. (1315 UTC), and rebroadcast 
by WAAB-FM 

' All broadcast stations are sup- 
posed to have the new equipment in- 
stalled by January 1, 1997. Cable sys- 
tems have until July 1, 1997. Some of 
the details remain to be decided on how 
they will interrupt the signals of the lo- 
cal stations. 

Hams may have a role to play in 
this system. With the right equipment, 
we can decode the data packets and 
announce the information on our re- 


peaters. While the FCC approved hard- . 
’ ware is rather expensive, we may be able 


to make our own. A ham friendly broad- 
caster may even let us hook up to a 
spare port one of their systems. The 
South Florida FM Association’s 
146.760 repeater was one of the first in 
the nation to be connected to NOAA 
Weather Radio: When ever NOAA is- 
sues an alert, it can be heard on the 
repeater automatically: We can hope 
to do the same with EAS soon. 


I was really proud to see how 
many of the people present at this meet- 


_ Ing were hams. When you combine 


public service, a technical need and the 
know-how of hams, you get damn good 
broadcast engineers. If you have any 
specific questions about how ham ra- 
dio may play arole in EAS, please con- 
tact me at rvaughan@thenet.net. 


-Ray Vaughan, K.D4BBM 


6m Rptr Correction 

On page 3, you had a very old 
list of 6 meter repeaters. Mine is miss- 
ing: 
Miami Output: 51.620 

Input: 51.120 

The other one listed for Miami 
hasn’t been on in years. I may be the 
only one running in Dade or Broward. 
This is really ashame. With all the new 
HF/6m/2m rigs out there, this band is 
coming back to life. TVI really isn’t an 
issue anymore. Today’s TV’s have no 
problem rejecting a 6 meter signal. 

-Ray Vaughan, KD4BBM 


is Your Shack Grounded? 


Vg x Ya" 
110 Copper 


r Ground It 


Solid Copper Buss Stainiess Steel Hardware 
Grounding Stud Every 6 inches 
Ground ail of your equipment chassis's to a 
single earth ground in one easy installation. 
2 ft. $16.95 3 ft. $21.95 4 ft. $26.95 
$5.00 S&H each + $2.00 additional per buss 


Flexible Rope Wire Straps 
w/Term. Ends, All Solid Copper $2.50 per ft. 
S&H free with buss, $3.00 without 


Practice 
Oscillator 


Very Compact Size 2 '/4" Wx 43/a L x 2'/44" H 
Weighted Base, Color Biack w/Stainiess Key, 
Anti Skid Feet, Variable Tone. 
Adjustable Volumn, 9 Volt Bat. installed. 
Can elso be used w/straight key of your choice 
30 day money back guarantee + 1 yr warranty 
$24.95 + $5 S&H each + $2 additional per oscil. 
Mail check/money order 


http://www.cqinternet.com/jms.htm 
To send fax or phone 203-461-8768 
J.M.S. 


35 Hilltop Ave. Dept. F 
Stamford, CT 06907 


J. Martin Systems 


From the Editor | 


Little did Andy Clark know in 1957 that he or someone 
(namely me) would be checking the front page forty years 
later, to make sure the year had been changed. Yes it’s an- 
other year, another New Year, and within a few months, the 
fortieth year for Florida Skip. Who’d a ever thunk it? 


The SKIP has changed dramatically through the years , 


but it’s mission to serve the interests of amateur radio opera-. 
tors has remained. The problem of serving the interests of 
amateur radio operators has become increasingly difficult 
with the explosion of technology and the infusion of a new 
breed of hams. 
Many of the problems facing amateur radio in the new 
year and years to come, are a result of a complex interaction 
. of many issues; the government struck gold in spectrum 
auctions, CW went down the tubes, licensing requirements 
became a joke, enforcement of operating standards is virtu- 
ally non-existent, elmering is but a vague memory, uncivi- 
lized behavior (profanity, jamming, unauthorized operation) 
is commonplace, talking to people ‘round the world is simple 
and cheaper on the Internet. The list goes on and on. What 
we, as serious amateur radio operators, are going to do about 
it requires serious consideration. Personally, I think ham ra- 
dio ought to get back to basics, back’ to its original raison 
d’ctre (reason for being) - a public service, preparing and 
training to provide assistance in time of emergency or disas- 
ter. Perhaps were might even split it into two segments; one 
requiring stringent technical and operational requirements 
for licensing with clearly defined mission and goals, and the 
other - the minimal means to access the big playground to do 
whatever greases your fittings and makes you feel good. 
Needless to say, the two areas of operation would be sepa- 
rated. Oh well, it’s just a thought. Reading the series of ar- 
ticles by Billy Williams, N4UF starting this month will give 
you ample food for thought. 
In any case, I wish to extend to all my best wishes for 
a Happy and Successful New Year. 


Linear Power Supplies 
5v 3A LAMBDA LOS Z 
Sv 2.6A AC/DC... 
Tv 1.6A AC/DC Elec 
12v 2A LAMBDA LOS Z 


Adjustable 
KAL-TECH ELECTRONICS 
200 SW 20th St. 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33315 © 
954-522-5811 Fax: 954-522-5271 
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Gator Chapter #32 - by 
Frank S. Obenauf, W2IAJ 


The regular monthly meeting was 
held November 2, 1996 at Stacey’s Buf- 
fet, Midland Mall, Clearwater. Outgo- 
ing president Bill Bell, K4A VH presided 
for his last meeting after two years in 
office. 

Thirty members and guests at- 
tended despite the rain. Shirley 
Maerther presented a slide show about 
the exhibition “Alexander the Great” 
which runs from October | to March 
31, 1997, 

In light of the season and the 
“need”, our usual 50-50 drawing for 
charity was made a 100% gift with a 
matching gift from the treasury to 
present $100 to Religious Services of 
Clearwater. — 

President Bill appointed a com- 
mittee of four to secure names from 
members for selection for recipient of 
the “Hal Bates” award from the chapter 
for outstanding service to the chapter 
and for QCWA nationally. This is not 
necessarily an annual award. The com- 
mittee is composed of Don Bice, 


W4PCO, Chairman, George Barnes, - 


W8RM, George Seibert, K4K VD and 
Frank Obenauf, W2IAJ. 

New officers for 1997 were in- 
stalled: President - Frank S. Obenauf, 
W2IAJ, VP - Don Bice, W4PCO, Secre- 
tary - Bart Bridge, W2ZYG, Treasurer - 
Bill Carpenter, WA2KFH, Director - Art 
Monsees, W4BK, and Director - Bill 
Bell, K4AVH. 


QCWA Chapter #195-by 
Lorraine Witkowski, 


WA1EDR | 

_ The meeting of the Sun City Cen- 
ter Chapter, *195 of QCWA met at 
Maggie’s Restaurant, on November 14, 
1996. The meeting was called to order 
by Leo Witkowski, K1QPJ, President at 
11:40 AM with 24 hams and 6 guests in 
attendance. ~ 

Edward O’Reilly, WA2RAP, pre- 
sented the slate of officers for 1997 . 
Leo Witkowski K1QPJ President, John 
MceNassor WIGVT Vice President, 
Lorraine Witkowski WA1EDR Secre- 
tary, and George Guler, WOOIR Trea- 
surer. 

Croft Taylor, VE3CT, and Wes 
Randles, W4COW, spoke about the 
Convention in Ottawa. Over 260 regis- 
tered. Wes, W4COW received an award 
at the banquet-Roll of Honor, and 
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Frank Obenauf, W2IAJ 


Blanche Randles, W4GXZ received the 

Member of the Year Award. 

. If you wish to receive the Direc- 

tory from QCWA, You Will have to send 

a request to headquarters between 
‘January and June 1997. Cost is Free. 

A new Chapter was started in Fort 
Myers called Thomas Edison Chapter. 

The winter issue of the Journal 

will have new rules for the QCWA QSO 
parties. The issue should be out in mid 
December. =: 

The program was the awarding 
16 QCWA Golden Anniversary Certifi- 
cates to eight members. 

Raymond Black, W2PKM, 50 
year certificate 

» John Bogusz, W3NHO, 50 year 
certificate Er 

Charles A Russell, K2BJA, 50 
and 55 year-certificates 

Eugene Sikes, KS4SD, 50 and 55 
year certificates 

Aubrey Engle, AE2 WZ, 50, 55, 
60 year certificate. 

Peter L. Kurdeka, NIASJ, 50, 55, 
and 60 year certificates 

Gordon Simonsen, W1GJF, 50, 
55, and 60 year certificates 

Edward J. Coxey, 70 year certifi- 
cate. 

Each honored amateur spoke of 
his early days. in Ham radio, and pic- 
tures were taken. The scrap book was 
passed around. ; 

The next meeting will be the An- 
nual Meeting, n January 9, 1997 at 11:30 
AM, at Maggie’s Restaurant. 


Pelican Chapter #128 - 
by Jay Strom, K9BSL 


.The November meeting of the 
Pelican Chapter #128 met at Lake Semi- 
nole Park, shelter #13, located at Lake 
Seminole and Park Blvd in Seminole 
Florida, Pinellas County. The Chapter 
meeting was convened at 12:55 PM af- 
ter the delicious buffet meal., The In- 
vocation was given by Fr.. L. Charles 
Tardiff, W3EHG, the Pelican Chapter 
Chaplain. Pelican Officers present were 
President Alan Pickering KJ9N Secre- 
tary, Jay Strom, K9BSL, Treasurer, Don 
Bice, W4PCO and the following Peli- 
can Directors, Blanche Randles, 
W4GXZ, Bob Klieber KR8G, Ralph 
Luedke, K9MOR, Jarvie Mullins, 
W4GJH, and Wesley Randles W4COW. 

The following National QCWA 


Officers were present at the Pelican Big 
Brown Bird Picnic: Croft Taylor, VE3CT, 
Director, John Edel, K8LBZ, Director, 
Wesley Randles, W4COW Historian, 
Blanche Randles W4GXZ, Taping Di- 
rector, and Jay Strom, K9BSL, Activi- ' 
ties Manager, and Frank Obenauf 
W2TAJ, QCWA Reporter for..Florida 
Skip. Edward Yoder, W3 Y MB Past Di- 
rector, was also in attendance with his 
XYL Carolyn, they now @ at Cape 
Coral, Florida during the winter. There 
were 09 sold for the Picnic, but only 56 
checked in on the log,-were sure that @ 
were more than 58 but no re. W6A YD 
Homer Fritsch and his X YL Hara were 
in attendance from Lakeland, Homer is 
a member of the Central Florida Chap- © 
ter. Also in attendance was a group of 
Amateur who do not belong to QCWA, 
but use the repeater, they being 
KE4UHD, George Pfeiffer, and XYL 
Angela, KA4HRF, Julian Huntley, 
N4SYA, George, N4BTE, Jean, 
WAIBXU, Sandy Marchant, KD4IDY, 
David Cargo, and K2KYN Paul 
Dittbrenner, and XYL Nancy. There 
were two sets of applications given to 
these amateurs, both received National 
Membership, and Pelican Membership 
applications. They were also given 
copies of the Pelican Newsletter. 

At 1300 hours, Blanche Randles 
W4GXZ, was presented the Member of 
the Year Award, for 1996 for Her out- 
standing service to the Pelican Chap- 
ter and to QCWA as a whole. This 
award should have been presented at 
the International Convention, held at 
Ottawa this past October. After this 


. presentation by Jay Strom, K9BSL, 


Licensed at least 25 years ago ? 
And licensed now ? 

Then you should belong to the 
Quarter Century Wireless Association 
For information write : 

159 E. 16th Ave, Dept S 
Eugene, OR 97401-4017 


Florida Traffic Nets 


SEFTN Phone Net - By 


Bob, KC4ZHF — 

The Southeast Florida Traffic 
Net, regular session, met 30 consecu- 
tive days during November with statis- 
tics of: 1023 stations, 305 traffic and 
1708 minutes of net time. 

This was the 110th .consecutive 
month with over 1000 stations. John, 
KD4HGU, was nr. 1000 this month and 
WB4PAM was NCS. Congrats John. 

Honor Roll for November with 
perfect attendance, were: W4/PZIBK, 


QCWA- Continued from p5 


VE3CT, Craft Taylor gave a report on 


the results of the International Conven- 
tion, after which John Edel K9LBZ gave 
a brief report on QCWA Activities. 


A slate of officers were presented 
for the consideration of the Pelican 
membership. Officers for 1997 are as 
follows: President Buddy Morgan 
WA40MG, Vice President Ken 
Johnson, WA4TOP, Secretary, J. Fred 
Strom, K9BSL, Treasurer, Don Bice, 
W4PCO. Directors as follows: Bob 
Kleiber, KR8G, 97, Ralph Luedke, 
K9MOR, 98, Jarvie Mullins, WA4GJH, 
99. Wesley Randles, W4COW, 00, and 
Alan Pickering, KJ9N, 01. The slate of 
officers were approved and unani- 
mously elected to serve as listed above. 

Net Control station for the 10:00 
AM Saturday Net, which meets on the 
145.29 K9BSL, QCWA Repeater, ate as 
follows: 

7 December KJ9ON Alan Pickering 
- 14 December KR8G Bob Klieber - 21 
December K4A VH Bill Bell - 28 Decem- 
ber K9BSL Jay Strom 

The 50/50 drawing was made, and 
27 prizes that were donated or Mam 
chased were drawn. 

After the prizes were drawn the 
picnic was concluded at 1330 hours. 


Hopefully a good time was had by all. 


H.B. Fraser 
President — 


_ KA4VXL 


Grown Engineering Tue. 
5501 S.W. 25th Court - Hollywood, Florida 


Custom Metal Fabrication 


Amateur & Commercial 
e-mail; fraserreb@aol.com 


KD4HGU, WB4PAM, WA9VND, 
KT4XK, KA2YZM and’ KC4ZHF. 

Our early session, Which meets 
at 11:30 a.m. daily and provides a repre- 
sentative to the Florida Midday Traffic 
Net, logged 365 stations, 73 traffic and 
377 minutes of net time cae 30 con- 
secutive sessions. 


Our Semi Annual Picnic will be 


held December 7th and spaghetti and . 


meat balls with salad and garlic bread 
will be served. Awards will be pre- 
sented for accomplishments made on 
SEFTN by Jim, KD4GR, the Net Man- 
ager. 

The Motorola Amateur Radio 
Clubs in the Ft. Lauderdale and 
Boynton Bch areas experimented with 
linking the two repeaters, 146.790 and 
147.225, for the week-end, November 
29 thru December 1. It was a test for 
extended coverage and communication 
in the event of a disaster, During the 
test, our Net coverage was extended 
considerably and we had some partici- 
pation from stations not normally within 
our coverage area. 

Join us daily either on the early 
session at 11:30 a.m. or the regular ses- 
sion at 6 p.m., or both. 

73/88 Bob, KC4ZHF, Asst. Net 
Mer. 


GATOR Net - By Dan, W4DL 
Andy W4IYT is giving up his 
presidency of the local QCWA after two 
terms. He is still busy doing public ac- 


"cess on channel 18. George K4JI has 


found a new gadget to help him record 
his heart beat. He just calls up on the 
phone and they take his measurements 
over the phone. W3CUL Mae is doing 
much better after a slight stroke. She is 
eating solid food again and upset stom- 
ach keeps her off a full time schedule. 
Al keeps everything going and expect- 


ing company from California. Charley ’ 


WA4EYU busy recording and viewing 


Telephone 
954-989-4658 


QFNS - by”Bob, KC4ZHF - 
Net Manager 

QFNS November was certainly a 
test of ones ability to copy C.W. 
through the QRM/QRN and generally 
poor band conditions. Statistics for the 
month were down considerably with 
QNI 180, QTC 66 and QND 745 during 
an attempted 30 sessions. I think the 
22nd of the month was the worst with a 
net report submitted by O.B., WC4D, 
of QNI 1 QTC 0 QND 10. Thanks for 
the valiant try O.B.! Perhaps December 
will be better for us. 

A couple of comments for net 
participants. Some are getting carried 
away with their speed. This isa SLOW 
speed training net. Please try and main- 
tain the integrity of the slow speed con- 
cept on this net. It wasn’t long ago 
that I had a great deal of trouble copy- 
ing the 5 - 7 wpm on this net as a new- 
comer. We are trying to attract new 
members and new hams that want to 
learn C.W. traffic handling and improve 
their C.W. skills. If they can’t copy what 
we are sending because it is too fast, 
they are going to lose interest and we 
are going to lose a potential member. 
Secondly, please send all traffic in the 
NTS format, whether on the net fre- 
quency or off. This includes your net 
reports. There is a specific format that 
should be followed and adhered to with 
each and every piece of traffic sent on 
any of the traffic nets. Please use it. 


Many thanks to the Net Control 


Stations and the stations, that frequent 


QFNS, fora job well done during trying 
band conditions. 
QFNS meets daily at 8 p.m. local 
time on 3.715. Join us often. 
73/88 


QFN Report - November 


1996 

Totals: qni = 834 gtc = 751 qnd= 1275 

CONGRATULATIONS to all — 
hearty QFN members who survived the 
onslaught of Thanksgiving traffic. 
Now it is gear-up time for the Decem- 
ber Hanukkah and Christmas Traffic. 
While November produced session 
message counts in the 30’s, December 


- usually boosts that number to the 50’s. 


One net report | got from K4SCL 


- showed 20 checkins handled 20 mes- 


sages in precisely 20 minutes. Good 
going! 
I’m glad to see reps from FMSN 
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Florida Traffic Nets 


op Twenty Trafficers - Nov. 1996 and QFNS checking in regularly. Some QFN notables are 
ul P y T -by AA4HT and WX4H WX4H who picked up and extra 8 NCS sessions and 4 4RN 


nights for AE4KX. AB4XK covered 11 sessions of 4 RN and 
- a whopping 23 sessions of RNS. K4SCL does triple duty 
Station with 4RN, FAST and SPARC. W4KIX added 4 sessions of 
11 AA4HT RNS to his usual 8. When band conditions are poor, our NFL 
K4FQU stations are a great help at getting the traffic through. AD4DO 
W4DL and WX4H are APLINK stations. WA4EIC, W4DL, AA4HT, 
KB4WBY AB4XK and WX4H all help move leftovers to the AM nets. 
WV5Z Congrats are in order for AD4DO who made his successful 
debut as a QFN NCS Friday late session. A newer station, 
KD4HGU N4EP, has volunteered to help as region net rep alternate - 
NO0ZO thanks Bill (Homestead). 
KA4FZI WVSZ held another of his always informative traffic 
KD4GR sessions at the Tampa hamfest. One topic that was dis- 
WB4PAM cussed was leaving nets without being excused or letting 
the NCS know. While one knows it is prudent to QRT when 
lightning is overhead, it is poor operating under normal con- 
Traffic Hounds - xxx. 1996 ditions. Often the NCS is holding a station on net with traffic 
_by Kevin Bunin, WV5Z.STM SFL for the offender and both are frustrated when the QRT sta- 
Afi Bd eles al tion doesn’t show back on net. Along that same line, Kevin 
QNI AVG. QTCAVG SESMGR_) QTC/QNI reviewed the CW (and phone equivalents) Q-signals often 
89 10 4 WA4ATF 0.04] used on nets. QFN meets daily 3651 KHz at 1900 and 2200 
76 . 13 3 KA2YZM 0.05 Eastern. Join us!! 
NO N4LTT May the peace, love and joy of the Hanukkah and 
76 KB4UEI 0.05 Christmas seasons be yours. My continued best wishes for 
616 : NOUBW 0.11 a happy, healthy, prosperous, and CW filled 1997! 
582 > 9, KE4ESV 0.34 73/88 Phil KA4FZI NM 
309 : f KE4DNO 0.40 
. 340 t A KC4ZHN 0.80 
234 = 7. ‘ WB4GCK 0.20 
1411 q WN4IIV 0.18 
LOT +6: ; W4DL 1.06 
W3YWK 0.27 
WA4NDA 0.08 
AD4BL 0.14 
KE4CGQ 0.02 
KE4CGQ 0.03 
K3NON 0.02 
KT4LL 0.00 
KA4FZI 0.90 
KC4ZHF 0.37 
KD4GR 0.27 
KD4GR 0.04 
KE4YGD 0.07 
N4ZMQ 0.08 
KE4DNO 0.22 
K4FQU 0.31 
NR2F 0.27 
KE4DNO 0.38 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 


Silent Keys 


We regret to report the passing of the following 
Amateur Radio Operators. Please notify SK/P of silent 
keys in your area. 

W3GF - Merle E. Turner, Silver Springs 

KD4IV - Philip J. Greven, Deland 


W1AMC - John G. Plummer Jr., Seffner 
K2EEL - Lionel E. Riley, Punta Gorda 
W3DIT - Jack C. Baer, Titusville 
WA4HNI- Lloyd F. Kreamer, Milligan 
KN4MV - Lynn E. [gou, Florida City 
KB4SGA - Tom Tierney, Miami Beach 
AD4XT - Roger L. Koller, Jacksonville 


AVG 0.24 
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Knights of the Kilocycle 


Don Browne, KQ4YM 


Historic Knights Net Enters 67th Year 


The Knights of the Kilocycle, amateur radio’s oldest 
net, was organized on Christmas Day, 1929, and is now cel- 
ebrating it’s 67th year. The Knights meet every Sunday morn- 
ing at 7:30 on 3910 Kilocycles. Since 1929 there have been 
over 543 memberships awarded to amateur operators. The 
Knights always welcomes new members. A membership cer- 
tificate is earned after five consecutive weekly check-ins to 
the net. And here goes the Knightly News: The Knights 
enter another new year in it’s long history of amateur radio 
meetings on the air. Recently, Andy of Miami Springs, W4TYT 
started a contest to see which regularly checking in Knight 
had the earliest certificate given by the organization. Earl 
W4AYD of Okeechobee took the honors having his Knight’s 
certificate signed in 1953. 

The Knights welcomed into membership Fred, 
KA4SMD of Pompano as member number 543. Fred made his 
required fifth consecutive checkin in December. Welcome 
aboard, Fred! Jim W4VGE, of Immokolee was a welcome check- 
in recently. Jim is certificate holder #315, one of the earliest 
members. It was good to hear Jim after a long absence from 
the Sunday morning meetings. Jim frequently is heard around 
3.945 if you want to say hello. Marian, KC4MFT of New Port 
Richey has been continuing to talk with member Ernie, 
KA4BTQ of St. Augustine at 10am Sundays on 3.910. Ernie 
is recuperating from his recent illness. Jay K9BSL, of St. Pe- 
tersburg has been handling the office of Master Oscillator 


HOME PAGE: www hambaree.org 


Wy 


for the past months and has asked for a new person to take 
over the position. Jay also announces the birthdays and 
anniversaries of members each week. Dorothy, N4TXT of. 
Springhill has volunteered to take over the Master Oscillator. 
duties in February while Wendy W1UCL, of Lutz has stepped 
forward to handle the duties until Dorothy takes over. Bob, 
W4KOG of North Palm has been continuing to revamp his 
ham shack since the recent lightning strike. He’s looking for 
a little more power to make him a little better heard. We have 
two members checking in from the Florida Panhandle regu- 
larly. K9QHZ from Niceville and K4JUZ from Shalimar. Both 
members, being in the Central Time Zone, have to check in 
each Sunday at 6:30 AM their time! I recently enjoyed a visit 
from San Adams, N6JVM of North Ft. Myers. San was a 
marine mobile ham for many years while living on her sail- 
boat based in California. San helped me to check out my 75- 
meter antenna with the loan of her SWR meter. It turns out I 
had some time ago added 10 feet to my dipole in order to tune 
up better on the MARS frequencies. This added length 
caused the SWR to get a little out of whack on 3.910. Once 
that extra wire was deleted I found I again has a nice reading 
of 1:1. Thank you San for the pleasant company and the help 
with my dipole wires! For those who have computers and 
internet access, please check out my web site at: http:// 
members.aol.com/browne. I have music and sound on most 


Continued next page 


37th ANNUAL 


TROPICAL HAMBOREE* 


AMATEUR RADIO & COMPUTER SHOW 
FE .~ ARRL SOUTHEASTERN DIVISION CONVENTION 
‘ FEBRUARY 1 - 2, 1997 


DADE COUNTY YOUTH FAIR & EXPOSITION CENTER 
S.W. 112 AVENUE & CORAL WAY (S.W, 24 ST.) 


MIAMI, FLORIDA 


MAIL ede@elink net 


* Sponsored by Dade Radio Club of Miami, Inc. 


TALK IN; 146,925 


INTRODUCTION TO AMATEUR RADIO DISPLAY » FORUM ON BACK TO BASICS IN THE WIDE WORLD OF 
AMATEUR RADIO «+ PANEL DISCUSSION ON INTERNATIONAL SPECTRUM PLANS & THE FUTURE OF AMATEUR 
RADIO + FORUM ON THE FCC AND THE AMATEUR RADIO SERVICE * 200+ EXHIBIT BOOTHS + 800+ INDOOR 

SWAP TABLES * TWO ON-SITE LICENSE EXAM SESSIONS « FIELD CHECKING FOR DXCC AND CQ AWARDS 


* PROGRAMS BY AMSAT, ARRL, QCWA, DXPEDITIONS, ANTENNAS, PACKET, TRAFFIC, ARES 
» ALTERNATIVE INTEREST PROGRAMS ON CRAFTS, PERSONAL APPEARANCE, HEALTH & NUTRITION 


AIR CONDITIONED FACILITY « ON-SITE CAMPING FOR 300 RY¥s * FREE PARKING FOR 15,000 VEHICLES 


Registration: $5.00 Advance (deadline Jan. 21st) - Door: $7.00 
Campsites: 3 days (Fri., Sat., Sun.) $45.00, 4 days (Thur., Fri, Sat., Sun.) $60.00 
Swap Tables: $28.00 each plus reg. ticket » Power: $10.00 per user. 
(Prices quoted for tickets, tables & camping include Fla. & Dade Co, tax} 


Headquarters Hotel: Miami Airport Fairfield Inn South in the Marriott Lodging Complex at 1207 N.W Lesuene Road 
(N.W. 42 Ave), Rates: $65.00 Singie ar Doubie. Te: (305} 643-0055 - Speak Only to Reservation Department and 
MUST mention “Tropical Hamboree” to get special rete. Deadiine Jan. 19, 1997. 


TICKET, CAMP, TABLE PAYMENTS PAYABLE TO: DADE RADIO CLUB OF MIAMI, INC. 
Mail to: Evelyn Gauzens, W4WYR, 2780 NW. 3 St. Miar:, FL 33725-5059 
BOOTH & TABLE INQUIRIES: emall: cdg@elink.net, Tel: 305-642-4139, Fax. 305-642. 1648 
HOMEPAGE: www.hamboree.org 
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Knights - continued from p7 


an Adams N6J VM runs antenna wire 


of the pages and even morse code play- 
ing in the background. Go to the ham 
pages to see Florida and Southwest 
Florida ham info, online callbooks and 
the latest Knights of the Kilocycle news 
as well as two QCWA chapter newslet- 
ters. Also check out the new web links 
for the articles I write for Cyberham. The 
Knights encourage new check-ins each 
Sunday morning to ham radio’s oldest 
net. Please join us each Sunday at 7:30 
AM, 3910 Kilocycles and let us know 
what’s been happening in your area. 
We welcome all hams from anyone that 
can hear us. Invite your friends to lis- 
ten and call in Sunday morning. See you 
all on Sunday morning. 


Vanity call update 


As FCC personnel in Gettysburg 
work their way through the vanity ap- 
plications that arrived after the Septem- 
ber 23 opening day for Gate 2, more new 
call signs have begun to show up on 
the airwaves. As of this week, vanity 
applications received in mid to late Oc- 
tober were being processed and another 
1700 or so new call signs issued as of 
December 4. The FCC is still working 
through several hundred applications 
set aside in the WIPS (‘’works in pro- 
cess’) stack for special handling, al- 
though Gettysburg reports WIPS have 
been processed for applications re- 
ceived up through September 27. WIPS 
includes applications containing incon- 
sistencies as well as those for which 
the FCC was unable to issue any of the 
applicants’ choices. An FCC spokes- 
man in Gettysburg said he didn’t know 
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how long it would take to process the 
current WIPS stack. 


The FCC received another 955 
vanity applications between November 
8 and November 25. It appears that 
slightly more vanity applicants now file 
electronically than on paper. 

Club station trustees who re- 
cently received a new call sign might 
have noticed that FCC records for their 
club stations are not automatically up- 
dated to reflect the change in the 
trustee’s call sign. This will not happen 
until the club files a Form 610 for change 
of address or renewal (within 90 days 
of club license expiration). The FCC 
does not intend to replace club station 
license documents that show a non 
current trustee call sign. 


-ARRL 


NTIA Report Bullish on 


Additional HF Allocations 


for Amateur Radio 

High Frequency (3-30 MHz) Spec- 
trum Planning Options, a planning docu- 
ment released December 13 by the Na- 
tional Telecommunications and Infor- 
mation Administration, says the HF 
spectrum is flexible enough *’to accom- 
modate most, if not all,’’ demands for 
additional HF spectrum, including new 
and bigger HF ham bands. The NTIA 
is an Executive Branch agency in the 
Department of Commerce that’s respon- 
sible for developing telecommunica- 
tions policy and advising the President 
on telecommunications matters. The 
NTIA’s latest report is a follow-on to 
an NTIA study released in March 1995 
(see QST, June 1995, page 75). 

The Options report addresses 
spectrum availability and long-range 
planning options for services that were 
identified in the earlier report as need- 
ing additional HF spectrum—including 
Amateur Radio. The report cites a po- 
tential 900 kHz or so of expanded or 
upgraded allocations for Amateur Ra- 
dio in the HF spectrum, including: 

+ an exclusive, worldwide alloca- 
tion at 3500 to 3800 kHz + anew band at 


4945 to 4995 kHz (additional technical 


studies would be required) + an 
“aligned worldwide’’ allocation at 6900 
to 7200 kHz + expanded worldwide, pri- 
mary allocations at 10100 to 10350 and 
14000 to 14400 kHz + expanded alloca- 
tions at 18068 to 18318, 24740-24890, 
and 28000 to 30000 kHz. 


Some of the potential expansions 
proposed for amateurs and broadcast- 


ing are mutually exclusive or could in- 
volve sharing by the two services. 
These include the potential expansions 
at 30, 20 and 17 meters. According to 
the report, ham radio allocations ac- 
count for 13.1 percent of the HF spec- 
trum (3 to 30 Mhz). ‘’ There are no cur- 
rent plans to auction any HF spectrum,”’ 
the NTIA report states, but notes that 
additional allocations for ham radio 
would come at the expense of other 
services—primarily fixed, fixed-mobile 
and broadcasting. ‘’ The expansion and 
upgrading of amateur allocations in the 
10 MHz, 14 MHz, 18 MHz, and 24 MHz 
(bands) appear acceptable; however, 
this will depend on future decrease of 
requirements for the aeronautical mo- 
bile (R) or the fixed services interna- 
tionally,’’ the report said. Changes in 
the 80 and 40-meter bands ‘’will require 
the inclusion of these proposals in US 
preparations for future WRCs,”’ the re- 
port added. A requested allocation at 
6900-7200 would serve ‘’to reduce in- 
ter-regional sharing and interference 
from HF broadcasting in the 7100-7300 
kHz band,”’ the report said. The report 
called the requested upgraded alloca- 
tion at 3500 to 3800 kHz ‘’a good candi- 
date for a common worldwide exclusive 
amateur allocation at the 3.5 MHz 
band.”’ 


To help satisfy demand for addi- 
tional HF spectrum access, the report 
suggests more efficient use of current 
allocations, moving current HF spec- 
trum users to other portions of the HF 
spectrum, use of other non-spectrum 
technologies and use ‘of higher fre- 
quencies. The report also said shar- 
ing—and removal of some ‘’exclusive’’ 
allocations—might be another option. 


Calling ham radio *’the oldest ra- 
dio service’’ and one that ‘’ pre-dates 
regulation,’’ the NTIA report casts the 
hobby in a favorable light. ‘’ Radio ama- 
teurs have made significant contribu- 
tions to the field of radio propagation, 
HF single-sideband radio, HF data com- 
munications systems, packet radio pro- 
tocols and communications satellite 
design.’’ The report goes on to say that 
ham radio ‘’continues to play an im- 
portant role in disaster-relief communi- 
cations, where amateurs provide 
radiocommunications independent of 
the telephone network or other radio 
services.’ 


To view the complete report, set your 
Web browser to http://www.ntia.doc.gov/ 
osmhome/reports/hfspo/contents.html. 


-ARRL Internet 
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SFL BBS Totals - xxx., 1996 


Bill's report snarled somewhere with holiday mail! 


TIME 
0630 
O6S55 
o700 
O700 
0730 
0730 
0730 
O745 
O8s00 
Oo8so0O0 
O800 
O800 
0830 
0900 
o9:00 
09:00 
0900 
1000 
1130 
1145 
1200 
1245 
1330 
21400 
1500 
1630 
1700 
1700 
1730 
1800 


1900 
1900 
1900 
1900 
1900 
1900 
1900 
1900 
1930 
1930 
1930* 
2000 
2000 
2030 
2030 
2030 
2200 
2230 


Statistics 


Compiled by Bill Britton, KB4VOL 


(SAT) 
CSUN) 
(SUN) 


(SAT) 
CSAT) 
(TUES) 


(EXC SUN) 
(SUN) 
(SUN) 
(FRI) 
(WED) 


(MON-FRI) 
CSUN) 


CSUN) 
CSUN) 


(MON-FRI) 


1830/1930 


(SUN) 

(MON) 
(TUES) 
(TUES) 
CWED) 

(MON & FRI) 
(TUES) 

(WED) 


(THURS) 
(MON) 


(MON) 


* 2030 during Daylight Savings Time 
ee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee ee ee ee ee ee ee 


co PLEASE SENT CORRECTIONS OR ADDITIONS TO: - 
* Bill Britton, KB4VOL, 8703 S.E. Jardin St., Hobe Sound, FL 33455 * 
no By Packet: KB4VOL @ KB4VOL Army Mars Call: AAT4RV 
ae E-Mail: kb4vol@juno.com ~ 


CALL BUL 
AA4RU «6900 
K4GBB 1751 175 
K40ZS 


NFL BBS Totals - Nov., 1996 


Compiled by Dave Sutherland 


PERS NTS 
647 23 
13 1939 


KB4T NO NUMBERS IN RPT 


KE4COV 
N4GMU 1523 
KB4FEA 3093 
N4JTS 1551 
NOZO 183 
WB4NOD 4290 
N8NEU 751 
WNAIIV 9154 


246 
57 
164 
3056 
292 
53 
629 


WX4J 41 364 183 588 


W4WEB 
KC4HQS 


FLORIDA HE NETS 


’ 


(All tirmmes ET. Ali nets daily, untess noted.) 


NET ABBREYV & NAME FREQ 
Waterway CW Net 3717 
FPTN Florida Phone Traffic Net 3940 
Rainbow Connection Net 3970/7295 
Caribbean Net 7232 

AIN ARRL Information Net 3940 
Florida Trader’s Net 3945 

RW Service Net 2 3963 
Waterway Net 7268 
SFAN South Florida ARES Net 3940 
QCWA QCWA/OOTC Net 3955 
Buckaroo Tfc Net F248 
SOUTHCARS . 7251 

GN Gator Net 3651/7061 
NFAN North Florida ARES Net 3950 
Swap Net 7275 

The Tech Net 7268 

The Computer Net 7268 
SCARS Traders Net 7251 
Buckeye Net ‘ 14262 
FMITN Florida Midday Traffic Net 7247.5 
RW Service Net 14308 
SOUTHCARS 7251 
FSARA Florida Shrine Amat Radio Ass’n 7236 +/-QRM 
Society of Wireless Pioneers 7OS4 
QCWA Quarter Century Wireless Ass’n 14347 
FPON Florida Public Opns Net 3908 
TPIN Tropical Phone Tfc Net 3940/7243. 
RW Service Net 14308 
FMSN Florida Medium Speed Tfc Net 3651/7061 
FAST/E South Florida Tfce Net (Early) 3940 
NFPN_ North Florida Phone Net 3950 \ 
Martin County Ragchew Net 3985 
Rainbow Connection Net 3970/7295 


OQOFN/E All Florida CW Traffic Net (Early) 3651/7061 


Sailfish Net - West Palm Beach 
Manatee County ARES Net 
Pinellas County ARES Net 
Mosquito Net - Orlando Chapter 
Titusville Mosquito Net 

Swap Net 

Brevard Laid Back Net 

Candy’s Swap Net 


QFNS All Florida Slow Speed CW Tfc Net 3715 


Charlotte County Net 


Wacky Wingdinger Net (NE FI) 28390 
So. Brevard Tech & Ragchew Net 29200 
ENTIN Everglades Novice/Tech Net 28375 
QFN/L All Florida CW Traffic Net (Late) 3651 
FAST/L South Florida Tfe Net (Late) 3940 


balan atialinain stitial alin cteaiaaaalinalin atin ata ctiata ate tia ete tata tele te ate etna he taalie estate stia dt die te te lt te ed 


28425 
28450 
28450 
28333 
28333 
3898 

28340 
3945 


28.490/495 
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INTERNATIONAL ka as 
RADIO EY EY Ga 


SYSTEMS, INC. aay ay 


FACTORY DIRECT DISTRIBUTOR 
AUTHORIZED SALES & SERVICES 


O 
KENWOOD e ICOM ec Bdile8 


e voll COP ene e MARINE ¢ SATELLITE ¢ CELLULAR ¢ 


. ret 
e MOTOROLA 
ip SHAKESPHERE « COLUMBIA W IRE 
eA e CUSHCRAFT 
oe MVE VIKING AND MORE. 


THE TOTAL COMMUNICATION STORE (63) ia | 
WHOLESALE e RETAIL e EXPORT 
RE RRATTOMAL «| eceoues sero 

ADI 
PITT SYSTEMS, INC. YVeLCAniBe 
5001 N.W. 72ND AVE 
MIAMI, FLORIDA 33166 


1d BG a 
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30-5:30 Sat. 9:30-2:30 FAX: (305) 477-4445 
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Carl Houston, Jr.) AFF2P 


The hurricane season has officially ended for ’96, thank- 
fully. The toll: 13 tropical storms, including 9 hurricanes, causing 
135 deaths in the Carribean, Central America, and the United 
States. Property damage in the U.S. alone was estimated at $3.5 
billion. 

Hurricanes Bertha and Fran both struck within a few miles 
of each other in North Carolina. Edouard scared New York before 
turning back out to sea, with winds in excess of 110 miles per 
hour. Funny thing, tho, winds associated with storms can carry 
fine sand from Africa and deposit it on cars and otier property in 
Florida and other coastal areas! 


The forecast for 1997 has been issued, and it calle for an- 
other busy season to contend with. The next season will run from 
June 1 thru Nov 30, and the forecaster, William Gray at CSU in 
Fort Collins, CO, has emphasized the need for caution and plan- 
ning for survival. 

During the recent storm season there were nets that swung 
into action and assisted government agencies with communica- 
tions and coordination. Some of the AF MARS nets provided 
needed assistance, but had no time to coordinate with all officials 
and agencies, resulting in a directive being reissued. It states (in 
part) that the affected region RMD must issue an emergency net 
alert, activation, or standdown. This will, of course, be coordi- 
nated with higher officials. All alerts will be handled on a region 
basis. This does not include VHF state nets that may be alerted. 


Whenever FEMA involvement is apparent, we will have 
operating directives from our headquarters that will be passed 
through the regions and then to the states. We are currently for- 
mulating a master emergency planning schedule. This schedule 
will be distributed to all SMDs for subsequent distribution to the 
membership. When the SMDs get this emergency guide, it is sug- 
gested that parts of the guide be covered on several state nets. It is 
important since our mission appears to be shifting in the emer- 
gency communications support direction. EEI (essential elements 
of information) message formats have already been sent to all 
state and region officials for distribution. The EE] formats were 
sent separately to insure that they were oar in the event of 
another storm emergency. 


PACKET UPDATES... DIGITAL CAPABILITY BY ALL 
MEMBERS WILL BE A REQUISITE FOR CONTINUED 
MEMBERSHIP INTO THE NEXT MILLENNIUM. A phase- 
in period will be granted for all current members to obtain some 
sort of digital capability useful to MARS. Selected recruiting cri- 
teria is in effect until further notice - only candidates possessing 
critical digital technical skills and equipment capability will be 
considered for membership in MARS. é 


FROM AFF2K: New Packet BBS - AFA2PW in Louis- 
ville, KY has joined the 2P1 packet network; please make Bill feel 
at home. We have saturated the one hour forwarding time scheme, 
with more than one BBS every five minutes. It has worked okay 
when traffic was minimal, however when large bulletins are re- 
leased there is entirely too much overlap. I am in the process of 
reworking the schedule to a two-hour or three-hour format with 
limited polling and larger windows. 

There is NO new revision to the packet manual, and I can- 
not say when there will be one due to other commitments. I am 
considering alternatives, now that the emphasis is on digital modes. 
Larry, AFA2SJ, is helping with this. 

The internet web page has been updated with a general 
reorganization of the home page, added World Wide Space Sup- 
port Net info, and AFF2K Bulletins. Other informative additions 
are planned for early 1997. Check us out at “http:// 
www.groupz.net/~jcox/”. 
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NEW OFFICIALS... Congratulations to the new Region 2 
MARS officials who took office on Jan 1. They are: 


RMD: No change. SMDs: GA - William Little, AFA2MH; 
KY - Henry Taylor, AFA2IV; TN - Herbert Ploch, AFA2JC; VA 
- William Conaway, AFA2PA; WV -Alfred Heck, AFA2QQ. The 
staff also issues a hearty thank-you for a job well done to those 
officials continuing in their present positions. TRIVIA... MARS 
Phone Patch Programs (The way it used to be)... I heard from an 
old friend, Jim, recently. Jim is enjoying retirement now, but still 
loves to operate on the MARS bands. I have an article that he sent 
in ’89, and a few exerpts from it are worthy of noting. The phone 
patch program was a lot bigger and more in demand then than now, 
and a MARS operator in a remote area with, a radio was unoffi- 
cially a god. 

Jim was sent to Honduras to help set up commo. He volun- 
teered for 3 weeks and got orders for 3 months (the military had 
not changed at all!) to go to Camp Castle. A large force was there 
rebuilding roads, hospitals, providing veterinary services, etc. ina 
very primitive atmosphere. After a couple of weeks, he had the 


* in-country communications system working well onsen to let 


him try to set up a MARS station. 


Using a borrowed radio one afternoon, he drove a truck 
beside two trees that he had a dipole antenna strung between. He 
used the batteries in the truck for power and after a little tuning 
and after putting out a general call, he had-a station in Columbus, 
Ohio loud and clear. Of course, to test the system, Jim called his 
home first and had an excellent patch conversation. He then called 
down the hill to.a crowd assembled at the mess hall for the evening 
meal; “Hey, anybody wanna call home?”. 

This broke up a somewhat hungry bunch pushing at the 
doors, and in an instant they were charging the hill. All arrived 
about the same time, but an MP became the first to make a call 
(Jim can’t remember if the loaded .45 he was carrying got that 


_ perk for him or not) and the others eventually all got their turn, 


too, . 


Someone in that crowd turned a trick a day or so ipies and 
got the use of a tent and a 500-watt Harris Transceiver each day 
after duty hours. The MARS station was off and running nightly! 
Jim received many things for his efforts - candy, condiments, 
colas, other beverages, and snacks. But mostly, he received the 
gratitude and respect from his fellow soldiers as they were re- 
united with their family by a phone link - the only one for hun- 
dreds of miles. The mess sergeants and cooks prepared special 
meals for him only, showing their thanks for his service. He began — 
having a problem keeping his military weight standards in line, 


- and had to curtail some of the gratuity. Helicopters carried him 


and his gear to remote places with people needing phone patch 
service. He spent a great deal of the time “on the road” trying to 
assure that everyone in the battalion got to call home on a regular 
basis. 

Jim received a number of awards from the commanders for 
his Conon: to the troop morale during this tour. He humbly 
said that it wasa lot of fun, not work. There are a lot of others 
who, like Jim, have earned the thanks of many soldiers for their 
MARS phone patch work, too. 

As stated previously, MARS phone patches were hs best 
morale builder that could be found in remote field operations. It 
should also be noted that Mom, Pop, Auntie, and Granny had to 
be briefed by the MARS operators on how to say “over” and talk — 
to their soldier calling. Usually, and after only one call, they would 
use correct radio procedures better than their military caller! 

Best wishes for a healthy and prosperous 1997. 


AIMHIGH! 
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New Years’ Eve finds millions of 
people making New Years’ Resolutions 
and setting goals for 1997. Army 
MARS and its members are no differ- 
ent; although a number of goals have 
been identified and set into motion long 
before that celebrated last night of 1997. 


Army MARS’ expanded mission 
and role in emergency communications 
and coordination have made the use of 
pure state networks obsolete. 1997 will 
see the emergence of new regional net- 
works with those regions conforming 
to the already established FEMA re- 
gions. State boundaries will no longer 
be the limits of communication that they 
once were. Long haul propagation can 
now be an advantage in the relay of 
information and the coordination of 


communication efforts. A far greater ~ 


number of skilled operators will be avail- 
able at any given time for any given 
geographic area. 

For 1997, the Region 4 network is 
the welcome beacon to come to the 
Southeast. The states of Alabama, 
Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, North Caro- 
lina, South Carolina, Tennessee, and 
Virginia comprise Region 4. Operators 


from these states will now be working. 


together in a newly designed and 
greatly improved emergency communi- 
cations network. Some hint of the po- 
tential value of this approach to emer- 
gency operations was shown in the 
overwhelming success of the Grecian 
Firebolt 96 emergency exercise held 


during the summer of 1996. It is now — 


up to the Army MARS operators in the 
ten established regions to bring the 
same success to the Region Network 
concept of operations. Florida Army 
MARS and MARS members in her 
neighboring states stand ready and 
willing to bring yet another success 
story to Army MARS as a whole. 
According to Army MARS Chief 
Robert Sutton, “Lessons learned dur- 
ing actual emergency situations, exer- 
cises, and MARSgram traffic handling 
clearly dictated that a change in Army 
MARS HF radio network structure was 
required. This led to ... the development 
ofaMARS system comprised of anum- 
ber of specialized networks that will in- 
clude National, Regional, and State 
Coordination and Emergency Nets.” 
The state nets, therefore, are not 
to be abandoned. They are to be 


SKIP ¢ January 1997 


Lorraine S. Matthew, AAASPR 


greatly augmented by the larger area» 
network systems. 

The National Emergency Guard 
Net provides MARS with a 911 guard 
HF frequency capability on a 24 hour 
per day, 7 days per week basis. This 
net is designed to provide MARS and 
its customer agencies a family of guard 
frequencies to alert MARS of an emer- 
gency situation that requires assis- 
tance. Once coordination is complete 
to meet the emergency, message traffic 
will be passed using other existing state, 
region, area, or national traffic net fre- 
quencies as appropriate. 

Inter-Region Emergency and Co- 
ordination Nets will provide MARS with 
radio nets to coordinate activities and 
the movement of traffic between re- 
gions and area gateways. Once such 


’ coordination is complete, message traf- 


fic will be passed using state, region or 
area traffic nets. 

Region Emergency, Coordination, 
and Traffic nets will provide a regional 
radio network emergency communica- 
tions capability that will be available 
on assigned frequencies 24 hours per 
day. These nets will be used to con- 
duct MARS business much as the state 
nets have been used for many years. 
Voice traffic nets and digital nets will 
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become part of the regional net struc- 
ture. 


State Emergency, Coordination 
and Traffic Nets will continue to pro- 
vide MARS with radio nets to coordi- 
nate MARS activities at the state level. 
Should propagation cause the state 
nets to become inoperable, the region 
nets are there to serve the states as well 
as the region. 


Families of frequencies will be 
available for the greater variety of nets 
that MARS members will access in 1997. 
This is why the emphasis has been made 
for frequency agility on the part of 
MARS members everywhere. If one 
frequency does not work, another fre- 
quency might. Those members who 
can switch easily from one frequency 
to another will prove invaluable to the 
new net structure. Those members who 
cannot be this flexible will continue to 
be invaluable to the already existing 
nets which will continue and which will 


.. be. a supporting mechanism for the new 


net structures. In short all MARS mem- 
bers are valuable in MARS operations 
and all MARS members working to- 
gether will make 1997 a most success- 
ful MARS year for accomplishment. 
As a team, Army MARS is proud, 
professional and ready. 


1-800-634-6227 
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The Latest Scoo 


Faster Modems - Slower Highways 


LONDON, ENGLAND, 1996 DEC 16 (NB)— By Steve 
Gold. One of the most interesting areas of modem usage is 
the real speed with which one gets access to an online or 
Internet service. As readers of Newsbytes may have no- 
ticed, various online services and Internet service providers 
have, over the last few months, committed themselves to 
beta testing and using the soon-to-arrive 56,000 bits per sec- 
ond (bps) pseudo-digital modems due from the likes of US 
Robotics, Hayes, Rockwell and others. 


Many modem users are probably drooling at the 


thought of downloading their Internet files at these speeds. 
Unfortunately, there are a number of barriers before this sort 
of speed can be exploited. In fact, unless a number of telecoms 
problems are resolved in the telecoms industry worldwide, 
the 56k modems may not actually increase online service and 
Internet user access speeds by more than a smidgen. 


Modem heresy? Not really — the problems of Internet 
bandwidth are well known. Unless your Internet service pro- 
vider (ISP) offers dedicated bandwidth to your Internet con- 
nection, you’re unlikely to achieve much faster than 15,000 
to 20,000 bps downloads on a regular basis over the Internet, 
even if you access using 56k or ISDN (integrated service 
digital network) links. 

The same is true when it comes to online services such 
as AOL and CompuServe, since these systems offer low 
_ hourly rates — and even flat rates such as AOL’s US $19.95 
offering — because they allocate several subscribers online 
at once to a single server using time-sharing techniques. 
This means that AOL and Compuserve’s maximum speeds 
are limited to settings decided by the online service itself, 
and the speed with which their servers can shunt data off the 
system’s hard disk, and timeshare feed the data down the 
digital link. 

Unfortunately there are a number of other problems 
with downloads that are caused by the telecoms infrastruc- 
ture itself. While many major telcos operate quite stringent 
standards at which their telephone exchanges operate, many 
ISPs and online services do deals with cheaper telcos. And 
these telcos’ systems are normally set up to handle voice 
comms. 

This means that, while there may be et arioneed 
problems. between exchanges on one network and another, 
the bit rate — normally 64,000 bps on a digital link — may 
slip, but voice calls can continue relatively unimpeded. In 
fact, voice calls can operate at speeds of 32,000 bps before 
users start to hear the difference. Unfortunately, 32,000 bps 
digital links are not good for V.34 analog modem connec- 
tions. 


Many exchanges operated by smaller telcos are not 
kept operating at full data operating efficiency. This is borne 
out by complaints that 33,600 bps modem users have about 
cable telecoms operators in the UK and Europe, as well as in 
the US. They complain that their modems frequently step 
down to 26,000 bps or below, and exceptionally, even fall 
back to a 14,400 bps link. 

The effect is a bit like driving a Porsche on a back 
street — the car (modem) may be capable of whizzing along 
at 200 mph (33,600 bps), but the highway slows down the 
device to a top speed of a fraction of the top whack. 


In telecoms engineering terms, lack of sync between 
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exchanges is known as slippage.-And it occurs a lot more 
frequently than you might think. Calls to toll-free access 
numbers for an ISP are all very well, but if the toll-free call 
handler routes the call through more than a few switches, 
there is a chance the call may not be as fast in data terms as 
normal. 


Reducing the bit sampling rate on a voice cherie! re- 
sults in less bandwidth for a modem to use. This results in a 
slower data throughput, as witnessed by the fallback modem 
speeds many cable phone company modem users report. — 

Will 56k modem technology be similarly affected? While 
visiting US Robotics’ headquarters in Skokie, IL, last month 
for a showing of the company’s new technology, I asked 
Tom Dickhaus, an international marketing person with the 
company, about the beta tests the company is carrying out 
across the US and Europe with its x2 modem technology. 


Dickhaus claimed successful 56k modem connections 
of 95 percent-plus across Europe, and 97 percent-plus in the 
UK, despite the prevalence of cable phone companies in 
Europe. Interestingly, Dickhaus told Newsbytes that these 
successful connections were on a variety of lines, from home 
and office, but he was unable to confirm that the calls were 
processed on anything other than the national telecoms op- 
erators’ network — i.e. on cable companies’ networks.. 


It will be interesting to see how many 56k modem users 
— and not just US Robotics x2 modem users — report less 
than successful connections with their high speed modems 
when they arrive. My guess is that there will be a number of 
disgruntled users by this time next year. The ironic thing is 
that, even if they do achieve 56k modem connections, they 
stand only asmall chance of really exploiting the connection 
speeds across the Internet, for the various reasons outlined 
above. 

As one industry colleague told me recently, “There’s a 
lot of smoke and mirrors going on with this 56k modem tech- 
nology.” He’s right too. There’s also a lot of the same going 
on to cloud users’ perceptions over the current 28,800/33,600 


- bps modem speeds. Check your download speeds and oy a 


find I’m right. 


The Online Eye is a weekly report compiled by 
Newsbytes’ UK and European bureau chief Steve Gold. Com- © 
ments, including ICBMs from ISPs, online services and mo- 
dem manufacturers, are welcome to 
steve_gold@newsbytes.com. i 

(19961216/Reported By Newsbytes News Network: 
http://www.newsbytes.com) 


Round-the-World Trip on iiternet 


: HOPKINS, MINNESOTA, U.S.A., 1996 DEC 17 (NB) — 
By Richard Bowers. Circumnavigate the globe with a 46-foot 
diesel-powered trawler and put the whole trip on the Internet. 
That’s the brainchild of Phil and Carol Dunn and their non- 
profit corporation, Internet Circumnavigation Education Ex- 
pedition (ICEE). ane 

The trip will feature two digital cameras operating at all 
times during the two-and-a-half-year journey being broad- 
cast in real time over the Internet. 

With digital cameras, sound recording devices and a 
satellite hook-up to the Internet, the boat’s crew plans to 
transfer all their experiences to students around the world in 
real time. The boat will act as a floating communications hub 
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and information lab. Water testing, scientific inquiry, nature 
observations, geographic charting and weather reports will 
be part of daily agendas that can be incorporated into class- 
room activities if a teacher so chooses. On-board journalists 
chronicle the entire journey. 

Provisioning, detailed itinerary charting, and the cre- 
ation of educational exercises are already underway. Any- 
one can check status, progress and provide input by visiting 
the ICEE website, http://www.circumnavigator.com . 

Phil Dunn told Newsbytes that the site will be free with 
major corporations sponsorship. $1.5 million has to be raised 
to launch, and to date only $20 thousand is in hand. Dunn 
expressed confidence and did point out that they had just 
starting promoting the idea. 

- Provisioning and launch dates are from September 1996 
to April 1997. The over-water expedition is planned from April 
1997 to December 31, 1999. 

The trip will begins on the West Coast and travel to 
Micronesia, New Zealand, Australia, Indonesia, Singapore, 
Sri Lanka, Greece, Turkey, Italy, Spain, France, England, Por- 
tugal, and New York. 

(19961217/Press Contact: Phil Dunn, 612-931-9376; Re- 


ported By Newsbytes News Network: http:// 
www.newsbytes.com) 
Wrist Radio for Kids 


NORCROSS, GEORGIA, U.S.A., 1996 DEC 17 (NB) — 
By Jim Mallory. Dick Tracy would be proud of the engineers 
at Touchscreen Systems Inc. The company has developed 
THOMAS, or Temporary Host Operating Message Alert 
System, a wrist radio-type device that lets parents keep track 
of their children, and lets teenagers send messages to their 
buddies in shopping malls and entertainment parks. 


The privately held company has introduced a com- 
puter-equipped kiosk for shopping malls and amusement 
parks that can pinpoint the location of a party member or 
send them a message. The kiosks will also be able to hold the 
user’s place in line for a particular attraction, provide access 
to the Internet and even take a digital photograph of a child 
in case he or she is kidnapped. The photo would also make it 
easier for security personnel to find a missing child. 

Victor Russek, TSI vice president of marketing, told 
Newsbytes how the system works. When a family or group 
enters the mall or park, they rent a device similar in size to a 
large diving watch for each child. Each wristband is identi- 
fied by a unique barcode. Rental cost is $4 to $5, depending 
on the selected options, and Russek said TSI expects to 
reduce the size of the device. 

Russek said small children can attach the device to 
their belt or carry it in their pocket. The system can also be 
used by groups of teens to keep track of each other and send 
messages like ‘““Meet me at the music store.” 

To locate a lost child a parent goes to one of the kiosks, 
enters the unique ID of the missing family member and sees 
a display showing the location of the kiosk and the lost child 
on a park map. Park or mall security is also automatically 
alerted. Russek said for an additional fee a non-emergency 
option is available that lets parents check on the whereabouts 
of the children without calling out the security force. 


Messages are sent to wristbands via a touchscreen 
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keyboard installed in the kiosk. The wristband of the mes- 
sage recipient vibrates to alert the wearer to go to the nearest 
kiosk to receive their message. 

Russek said the system is being tested in a major en- 
tertainment park which he declined to identify. The company 
expects to have three parks equipped with the kiosks by mid- 
1997. 


Russek said it takes about 40 of the kiosks, with an 
average price of $250,000 each, to cover a 100-acre park or 
mall depending on the topography and the need for addi- 
tional signal relay antennas. However there is no charge to 
the park or mall; TSI earns its revenue from the pay-for-ser- 
vices options available. 

(19961217/Press and public contact: Touchscreen Sys- 
tems Inc., 770-447-1957/Reported by Newsbytes News Net- 
work: http://www.newsbytes.com /THOMAS961217/PHOTO) 


Got An Internet Question? 


If you have a question about the Internet, or think 
you can help answer some, this mailing list will be of 
interest. Help-Net was set up as a place to go where people 
could ask questions about the Internet and receive an- 


swers and explanations. To subscribe, send the message 
below to the address specified. 


E-mail: listserv@vm.temple.edu 
Message Body: subscribe help-net 


Unsure About A Language? 


If you have an interest in languages you’ ll enjoy this page. 
The Ling What page will help you find out what language a 
document is written in. You’ Il need the page in front of you 
and then answer simple questions, based on a system called 
IDRIS, to deduce what language it is. Once you find out 
what the language is, some Web links are offered. World 
Wide Web: http://idris.com/ingwhat/lingwhat.html 


The Infamous Exploding Whale 


We started off at the next site mentioned, followed a link to 
Dave Barry’s page, and then found a link to this site — such 
is the nature of the Web. This is the actual video of the 
infamous exploding whale film. If you’ve never heard the 
story then you are either not in the TV news business, don’t 
read Dave Barry, or haven’t been online for long. Basically a 
large whale beached itself in Oregon and, with no better way 
to dispose of it, the authorities decided to blow it up with 
dynamite. What follows is best described as blubber from 
the skies. The entire film, all eleven megabytes, is available 
in Apple QuickTime format and definitely worth the down- 
load. World Wide Web: http://www.xmission.com/~grue/ 
whale/ 


World’s Worst Web Pages 


It’s ironic that this page could be the most useful on the 
Web. This is a list of pages to avoid at all costs, unless of 
course you enjoy wasting your time on the Web. Many sites 
have been deemed “useless” with categories from auto-re- 
fresh to wackos. World Wide Web: http://www.go2net.com/ 
internet/useless/ 


Federal Funding And Research Alerts 


If you want the latest news and information on federal fund- 
ing and research opportunities, this e-mail server will supply 
them. Subscription is free and you will receive the alerts 
based on your areas of interest. To subscribe, consult the 
Web page or send the e-mail message below to the address 
specified. World Wide Web: http://web.fie.com E-mail: 
listproc@inet.ed.gov Message Body: subscribe edinfo 
firstname lastname 


Virtual France 


Planning a summer holiday to Europe next year? Check out 
the virtual France Web site for details of the nation and a 
virtual tour that covers Paris, Ile-de-France, Loire Valley, 
French Alps, Burgundy, Provence, and the French Riviera. 
A new section which will aid in tour planning, is currently 
under construction. World Wide Web: http://www. virtual- 
france.com 


Aerial And Satellite Imaging 


The EROS (Earth Resources Observation Systems) Data 
Center is home to millions of aerial and satellite images taken 
by the US Geological Survey. This page offers some free 
samples of such images that include major cities, states, coun- 
tries, natural hazards, and natural features. World Wide Web: 


http://edewww.cr.usgs.gov/bin/html web store.cgi 
Around The World - Australia 


A vacation guide to Queensland, Australia, is available and 
includes attractions such as the Great Barrier Reef, tropical 
islands, beaches, forests, and bushland. World Wide Web: 
http://www.qttc.com.au 


Backweb Adds New Channels 


The Backweb service, which sends news and information to 
PCs when Internet lines are unused, has added 20 “‘chan- 
nels” to its service. The new channels deliver information in 
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subjects such as financial news, ski reports, astrology fore- 
casts, weather updates, sports scores, kids games and mu- 


~ gic. Users can download the Backweb application software 


from the site. World Wide Web: http://www.backweb.com/ 
A Million Bids At Auction Web 


The Auction Web page has announced it has received over 
a million bids in the course of 1996. A total of 250,000 auc- 
tions took place which means an average of just four bids 
per item. With these odds there is a good chance you can get 
a bargain so why not check out the site? The site is divided 
into 60 categories and anyone can browse but bidding re- 
quires registration. World Wide Web: http://www.ebay.com/ 
aw 


A New Business Directory Debuts 


Worldwide Directory Online has launched a new online tele- 
phone directory based on data obtained from Dun & 
Bradstreet. While offering games, quotes, and other amuse- 
ments, the actual reason people will come here, the data- 
base, covers only the US. The international section is prom- 
ised soon and currently includes links to other directories 
on the network. We also found the directory harder to use 
than others, but try it for yourself! World Wide Web: http:// 
justdo.com/ 


Not Getting Enough Good News? 


The Positive Press is a Web-based newsletter that features 
just good news. There are no wars, murders or robberies 
here. It offers links to “Feel Good” stories from a variety of 
sources including USA Today, US News, and many other 
online newspapers and magazines, A new section has been 
added for the holiday season and you can also sign up to a 
good news by e-mail service. World Wide Web: http:// 
www.positivepress.com/ 


Guarding Against Fraud 


Stanford Law School’s Securities Class Action Clearinghouse 
is providing a database of information on companies that 
have been named in a class-action securities fraud lawsuit. 
Included are the full text of complaints, motions, judicial opin- 
ions, and other major class action filings are available rather 
than just judgement which other services offer. World Wide 


Web: http://securities.stanford.edu/ 
L.L. Bean Web Shopping 


Maine-based outdoors catalog company L.L. Bean has_ 
opened a new store on the Internet. The company has man- 
aged to open the store just in time for the Christmas shop- 
ping season and says it hopes to attract many customers, 
for the selected range of 300 goods, via some special ser- 
vices. These include the ability to know instantly whether a 
desired item is in-stock, and confirmation of order by e-mail. 
Some areas have been online since last year, including a 
section that offers information on planning cross-country 
skiing or snowshoe trips and the Park Search feature, which 
helps people research travel and recreational activities at 
state and national parks. World Wide Web: http:// 
www.llbean.com/ 


Aviation Week & Space Technology 


McGraw Hill’s Aviation Week & Space Technology is online, 
providing daily updates of the latest in civil and military 
aviation and space industry news and analysis. Selected 
full-text articles from the print version are available at the 
Web site, plus headlines and links to news from Aviation 
Daily and Aerospace Daily magazines. World Wide Web: - 


http://www.awgnet.com/aviation.htm “ 
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Starting with this issue, SKIP is presenting a series of in- 
sightful articles on the trends in amateur radio written by Billy 
Williams (N4UF). Billy is well known in the amateur radio commu- 
nity and a tireless worker and campaigner for all things ham radio. 
A Professor of Electronics at the community college in Jacksonville, 


Florida, Billy serves as the President of the North Florida Amateur _ 


Radio Society. Billy is highly knowledgeable on many issues regard- 
ing amateur radio and a prolific writer. In subsequent issues, he 
will discuss, “On Being Bypassed by the Internet”, “Amateur Ra- 
dio Testing Objectives and Demographics”, and “What's the Fu- 
ture of Ham Radio Clubs”? He plans to address other topics and 
if you have suggestions, drop SKIP Magazine a note. I think you 
will enjoy this excellent series of articles. SKIP would like to thank 
the Balanced Modulator, the publication of North Florida ARC, for 
their assistance in presenting this series of articles. Ed. 


Marketing & Distribution of Ham 


Gear 


Recently, Paul Middleton, National Sales Manager for 
Kenwood’s ham radio division, distributed a letter to many 
ham club presidents. The purpose was to put a positive spin 
on Kenwood’s May announcement that it would step up its 
marketing of new ham gear through an “expanded distribu- 
tor network.” outlets will include CB shops and truck stops. 


Middleton states that the current distribution system 
using about 50 Kenwood dealers-nationwide along with pro- 
motion at hamfests by Kenwood representatives is not serv- 
ing Kenwood or its potential customers well. 

Middleton implies that hamfests are of lesser value in 
selling new gear. He simply says “in recent years it has 
become more and more difficult for dealers to travel to 
hamfests”. It would have been helpful if he had expounded 
on that statement but I would surmise that fewer radios, es- 
pecially top-of-the-line models, are being sold at hamfests 
causing profits from such displays to be insufficient. 


While sales of small VHF HTs and mobile rigs has been 
fair, buyers of high frequency and digital equipment have 
been harder to find. It is estimated that 80 to 90% of new- 
comers never progress beyond entry level which leaves 10 
to 20% to buy gear with a high profit margin. And modern 
rigs last much longer meaning that fewer are replaced each 
year. 

Hamfests boomed in numbers and size during the ’80s. 
With the ’90s came decline. Manufacturers ignored declin- 
ing popularity in the early ’90s thinking that the then-new 
no-code license would bolster sales big time. Some predicted 
double digit percentage annual growth as many would be 
enticed by no longer having to endure the hated Morse Code. 
They figured that fewer obstacles would mean more growth 
and higher equipment demand. 

Instead of a 20% annual growth rate after implementa- 
tion of no-code, a small spurt in which growth jumped from 
about 6-1/2% to 8% lasted a couple of years. Many of the 
new licensees were family members of previously-licensed 
hams. Once that demand was satisfied, the growth rate floun- 
dered. Middleton states “year after year more old time deal- 
ers throw in the towel after many years as a successful busi- 
ness.” 
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Trends in Ham Radio - Good or Bad? 


Billy Williams, N4UF 


| 
/ 

In the ’60s, hams ordered gear from catalogues or built 
their own from readily available parts. With such parts now 
being unavailable, building of ham rigs from scratch is a rar- 
ity. Integrated circuits and other technological advances | 
have contributed to the decline of “homebrewing.” 


In the late °70s, magazine ads and 800 telephone num- 
bers for large dealers became an eopertane sales combina- 
tion. . 


Even Amateur Radio publications are feeling the pinch. 
Manufacturer promotional budgets have been sharply 
slashed. 73 magazine is barely keeping above water and its 
founder, Wayne Green has declared bankruptcy. Ham Radio 
magazine folded several years back. CQ has remained viable 
by publishing periodicals in other electronic fields and tak- 
ing advantage of the economy of scale of publishing several 
different magazines under the same roof. 

Most major manufacturers view Amateur Radio as a 
sideline to their booming industrial, military and home enter- 
tainment branches. They are hesitant to budget much pro- 
motional money when that same money can be used to pro- 
mote a more profitable line of gear to a different segment. 


While few expect many manufacturers to abandon ham. 
radio, the amount of research and development budgeted to 
producing new models of ham gear is declining. It may get to 
the point where updated gear is introduced only every de- 
cade or so. 


It will become increasingly easy though to purchase 
ham gear which appeals to entry level operators. Radio Shack 
has been selling gear for 2 meters and UHF in its stores for 
several years. Opponents are afraid that unlicensed opera- 
tors will purchase such gear. In New York City, some ham 
bands have been overrun by taxi drivers who like the cut rate 
price of ham gear as compared to commercial systems. But 
such occurrences are not as widespread as was thought 
would happen. And it is convenient for a ham to be able to 
buy anew HT or antenna at Radio Shack instead of ordering 
through an 800 number and waiting several days for deliv- 
ery. 

Directors of the American Radio Relay League are con- 
cerned about some of these trends. They are developing a 
kind of “Blueprint 2000” in which they will try to determine 
strengths of ham radio which might be used as building 
blocks to reversing downward fortunes. League member- 
ship has held its own. ARRL has never had a majority of 
licensed hams as members but through aggressive promo- 
tion, it has held on to its share in a declining environment. 

Ham radio is not without its positive trends and these 
will be discussed in future issues. One is the declining de- 
mand for spectrum especially on HF. The same advances 
such as Internet and computers which have worked against 
us have also lessened demand for our spectrum by rival com- 
munications services. Advances in multiplexing and nar- 
rower bandwidths have worked to our advantage. 


Next month: On Being Passed by the Internet 
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- So. ya like to play BINGO, eh? 
Well, if you can get your eyes checked 
on the Internet, why-shouldn’t you be 
able to play BINGO? There’s no end to 
what mischief the Internet will devise. I 
guess BINGO is a little less threatening 
than the Caribbean gambling casino 
that has raised the hackles of the ever 
present government watchdogs. 

The Bingo Zone has arrived as 
an advertiser supported, multi-user, 


real-time, online computer game, located 
on the World Wide Web portion of the 
Internet. It is FREE to all eligible regis- 
tered players and pays winners cash 
and prizes. With some exceptions, The 
Bingo Zone games are played using the 
same basic rules as bingo games which 
are played in houses of worship and 
bingo halls around the world. 

The bingo game, as well as the 
bingo cards being played by players 


are randomly generated by the Bingo 
Zone server. The object of winning a 
game is to be the first player to find, 
and have verified, a bingo claim. 

The computer hardware and soft- 
ware receive “bingo cards” then letter 
and number combinations (bingo balls) 
randomly selected by the server then 
transmitted across the Internet 


If you are interested in playing 
bingo, I don’t suppose I need to go 
into the gory details of how to play. 
The only ifs, ands, or buts of playing 
are the various registration rules that 
could disqualify one from playing such 
as trying to use two browsers at the 
same time, forged user names, etc. You 
can read all that after you get to the 
bingo parlor. 

According to the five pages of 
rules and regulations that rivals a legal 
document, cash prizes or awards are 
paid within 5 days of being confirmed. 

Take a look-see at: 

http:/Awww.bingozone.com 

It’s great if you like to play bingo 
and if nothing else, it’s pretty. 


FIFTEENTH ANNUAL 
HERNANDO COUNTY AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION 


HAMFEST 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 1997 Doors open at 8:00am 


New Location 


New Location 
Free Parking (sorry no overnight) 


informative Programs 


New Location 


New Location 
Grand Prize Drawing: 


SPRING HILL V.F.W. POST 10209 


Spring Hill Drive Between U.S. 4] and M 


r Bivd. 


Talk in on 446.115/715 


LARGE INDOOR AIR-CONDITIONED SWAP AREA 
| EXPANDED TAILGATE SECTION 


Rot Dogs 
Pamburgeers 
Soft Brinks 
Breakfast Available 
8:00am - 10:00am 
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Spring Hill Drive—__>> 


Mariner Bivd. 


US 41 


i vew 


Approx 1.35mi 
Vest of US 41 


TICKET INFORMATION 


Advanced Registration ¢ 5.90 
At the Door 


$ 6.00 
Swap Tables S$ 12.00 
Tailgate Space $ 6.00 


M.G.A.R.A. 
MAMPKST 
F.0. Box 1721 
BROonevitia2. Fi. BS4608 
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
cats 
Lax Maen T/WASYMY 
(382)799-1638 

On 
Jim ANGELLO / KE4S8ZP 
(382) 688-5244 


tn 
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Like the song, “The Horse with 
No Name”, The Dirty Bird Net began 
as the net with no name. Take a trip to 
the Sunshine Skyway Bridge where 
Tampa Bay meets the Gulf of Mexico 
and by viewing the huge expanse of 
water (pictured on the cover), one will 
see the origin of the Dirty Bird Net. 
The Skyway bridge spans the 
mouth of Tampa Bay and marks the 
unofficial point where Tampa Bay ends 
and the Gulf of Mexico begins. The 
bridge and the shallow waters around 
it limit commercial shipping to one 
marked “shipping channel”; barely 
wide enough for two ships to pass. Pi- 
lots are normally shuttled out to incom- 
ing ships to guide the big boats into 
the bay. Pilots are more familiar with 
currents, regulations, and local dock- 
ing procedures, and they help keep the 
ship’s Captains out of trouble. 
During a severe thunderstorm in 
1978, the ship Summit Venture hit the 
Skyway bridge causing the main span 
roadway and support structure to col- 
lapse, killing 35 motorists. All that re- 
mains of the old bridge structure is a 
fishing pier. The new Skyway bridge is 
a beautiful concrete and yellow steel 
structure, that allows larger ships to 
access the Tampa Bay Port facilities. 
The new bridge has concrete bumpers 
called “Dolphins” intended to prevent 
a reoccurrence of the 1978 accident. 
During a passing maneuver on 
August 10, 1993, asea-going barge car- 
rying petroleum products collided with 
a ship just west of the Skyway bridge. 
The ensuing explosion and fire at- 
tracted national headlines. The result- 
ant oil spill invading the sensitive 
nearby estuaries reminded the media 


of the Exxon Valdeez disaster just a few 


years prior. 

The collision released thousands 
of gallons of oil into the ecologically 
sensitive marine estuaries along and 
near Mullett Key. During the fire, Fort 
DeSoto Park, located on Mullett Key, 
was evacuated. The ships were inten- 
tionally grounded on the sandy beach 
of Mullet Key to keep them from sink- 
ing or drifting into the shipping chan- 
nel. Fort DeSoto remained closed to the 
public for the next week, while the ships 
cooled and were off-loaded. 

Mullett Key is located at the 
southern end of Pinellas County Florida 
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(a densely populated, 25 city peninsula). 
A two lane causeway links the island 
to the peninsula over a series of islands 
and bridges. Fort DeSoto, a national 
historic place, once protected Tampa 
Bay from its spot on the southwestern 
tip of Mullett Key. The Pinellas County 
Park system maintains a public boat 


launch, a public beach, two fishing | 


piers, a 700 site campground, as well as 
the Fort for which the park is named. 
On any given day, hundreds of fisher- 
men use the nearly fifty miles of man- 
grove lined shore. Mullett Key is seven 


miles from the nearest gas/convenience © 


station and twelve miles from the near- 
est amateur radio repeater in downtown 
St. Petersburg. While twelve miles is 
not normally considered a long dis- 
tance for VHF repeaters, most repeat- 
ers in our county use directional an- 
tennas to concentrate their signals-over 
populated areas (which Mullett Key is 
not). If you can picture “Gilligan’s Is- 
land” from television, you can get a 
good idea of the beauty and isolation 
of Mullett Key. 


During the off-loading of the 


grounded boats, amateur radio opera- - 


tors maintained a station for the Coast 
Guard. Marine VHF was used to com- 
municate to local boats, and the ama- 
teur 220 MHz band was used to com- 
municate “back to civilization”. The 
communications post was manned by 
Bill Resse, KK4XI along with several 
other hams, during this phase of the 
operations. The cliche, “the xxxx hitting 
the fan” was paraphrased locally to “the 
ship hitting the shore”. The communi- 
cations post was just 200 yards from 
where the two ship were grounded, still 
entangled. Operations were relatively 
simple at this stage with the biggest 
difficulty getting through the road 
blocks to man and supply the comm 
unit. The clean-up phase would be 
another story. 

The Suncoast Seabird Sanctuary 
was tasked with clean-up and veteri- 
nary care of rescued “oil covered” 
birds. The small, non-profit, environ- 
mentally involved organization, nor- 
mally maintains a modest facility to 
nurse injured seabirds back to health 
and release them back into the wild 
when possible The normal staff of the 


shelter is six volunteers. After the oil . 


spill, the staff swelled to 50 per shift, 


Holcomb, 


with over 300 participating during the 
crisis. The Coast Guard Auxiliary and 
hundreds of volunteer boat owners 
began scouring the hundreds of miles 
of coastline in search of sick or injured 
birds. — 

While the Sanctuary and volun- 
teers were rescuing birds, amateur ra- 
dio operators used their communica- 
tions facilities to coordinate the trans- 
port of injured birds from the boat docks 
to the cleaning area. As one might sur- 
mise, the net with no name soon be- 
came known as The Dirty Bird Net; a 
name that stuck, as oil sticks to a bird, 
and a name that has endured to this 
day. 

Hundreds-of area businesses 
donated towels, water, feed, and other 
supplies needed during this ecological 
disaster. The movement of these sup- 
plies was coordinated using amateur 
radio. Compounding the isolation of 
Mullett Key, only one cellular phone 
“cell site” had coverage into the Fort 
DeSoto area. Bird rescue personnel had 
to compete with everyday users of cell 
phones to communicate. Busy signals 
were the norm rather than the excep- 
tion. Two meter simplex was used be- 
tween the boat docks and the base. Two 
meters was also used when an amateur 
went along with a marine unit. 220 MHz 
was used to communicate between the 
base and the “Mainlands”. 440 MHz 
was also used during special logistic 
runs and for several autopatches. 

The laid-back working condi- 
tions at the communications van al- 
lowed an occasional “look around”, An 
impressive array of equipment was 
staged or in use during the two week 
operation. According to Bill Resse, the 
on scene communications coordinator, 
“the ability to chose frequencies dur- 
ing the crisis was the main reason ama- 
teur radio always had an answer to the 
changing communications problems. 
The ability of the hams involved to im- 
provise, and their intimate knowledge 
of their gear - and what it could do - 
was what got the job done. Thanks to 
The Dirty Bird Net, no message was 
turned away, no agency went without 
service, and no amateur went 
unthanked. ; 

That, my friends, is the dirty se- 
cret of the Dirty Bird Net. 
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Pretty Good Privacy, INC. Intro- 
duces PGPcookie.cutter for Private and 
Anonymous Web Browsing 


REDWOOD SHORES, California, 
December 9, 1996 — Pretty Good Pri- 
vacy, Inc. (www.pgp.com), the world 
leader in digital-privacy software for 
individuals and businesses, today an- 
nounced the release of 
PGPcookie.cutter, a browser plug-in that 
provides greater anonymity. to indi- 
viduals while browsing the World Wide 
Web by selectively blocking Web 
“Cookies.” Cookies.are data files cre- 
ated by Web servers and stored on a 
user’s computer to record the trail of 
Web sites visited, online purchases, 
electronic transactions and private in- 
formation. PGPcookie.cutter expands 
Pretty Good Privacy’s product line by 
providing people with increased ano- 
nymity while using the Web. It also 
allows people to selectively reveal parts 
of their identity to Web sites of their 
choosing. 

“Cookies allow a Web site to 
track where you have been on the Web. 
People are revealing personal behavior 
without realizing it,” said Phil 
Zimmermann, Chairman and Chief Tech- 
nology Officer at Pretty Good Privacy. 
“We want to give people surfing the 
Web control over when, where and to 
whom they reveal aspects of them- 
selves.” 


The information that people re- 
veal to each Web site they visit can be 
used by system administrators to build 
extensive personal profiles of visitors. 
By automatically placing a Cookie on 
visitors’ Web browsers, Web servers 
register data on the Cookie. This al-. 
lows administrators to view the history 
of sites users have visited, the adver- 
tisements they have viewed and the 
online transactions they have con- 
ducted. While Cookies can be useful 
in some situations (i.e. in saving a user’s 
password to a particular site), they can 
also constitute an invasion of privacy. 

New services are emerging, for 
instance, that allow Web site adminis- 
trators to select individuals for direct 
marketing purposes. Administrators 
can cross-reference the information 
gleaned from visitors’ cookies with ex- 
isting databases of personal informa- 
tion, such as addresses and phone 
numbers, to build a profile of what visi- 
tors do, where they have been, and even 
who they are. 
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FOR COOKIE PARANOIACS 


PGPcookie.cutter provides a 
simple, user-friendly interface that al- 
lows individuals to conveniently block 
or allow only specific cookies to be set 
on their Web browsers. Users can 
choose whether or not to share aspects 
of their identity by allowing Cookies 
from trusted Web sites to be placed on 
their browsers. They can also block 
Cookies from unknown or untrusted 
sites, providing enhanced security and 
privacy while browsing on the Web. 


PGPcookie.cutter uses state-of- 
the-art filtering approach known as 
“network stream interception technol- 
ogy’ to selectively block or allow Cook- 
ies as users wish. Although there are 
rudimentary ways to prevent Cookies 
from tracking one’s surfing habits — 
by manually deleting the Cookies from 
one’s browser — these methods are 
cumbersome and only protect users 
between Web surfing sessions, and not 
while one is online. 


PGPcookie.cutter also includes a 
menu item on the browser interface that 
denotes the number of Cookies that 
Web sites have attempted to set and 
provides access to user preferences, 
which allow users to conveniently in- 
dicate which Cookies — identified by 
domain name — they wish to allow or 
block. Additional features include a 
Cookie warning that alerts users when 
a Web server is setting a Cookie on the 
browser, and a Cookie ID, which dis- 
plays all sites that have placed Cook- 
ies on one’s browser. 


Ma... LOVE your SUGAR COOKIES BUT.. 


System Requirements 


Operating system: Microsoft 
Windows 95, Windows NT 4.0, MacOS 
System 7 Browser: Netscape Naviga- 
tor version 3.0 or higher Memory: | MB 
RAM Disk space: 1.5 MB 


Price and Availability 


PGPcookie.cutter will be available 
for download from Pretty Good 
Privacy’s World Wide Web site 
(www.pgp.com) beginning in January, 
1997, and will cost $19.95 

About Pretty Good Privacy, Inc. 
Pretty Good Privacy (www.pgp.com), 
founded in March 1996, is a leading 
provider of digital-privacy products for 
private communications and the secure 
storage of data for businesses and in- 
dividuals. Pretty Good Privacy’s origi- 
nal encryption software for e-mail ap- 
plications (PGP) was distributed as 
freeware in 1991 by Phil Zimmermann, 
Chairman and Chief Technical Officer 
of Pretty Good Privacy, and allowed in- 
dividuals, for the first time, to send in- 
formation without risk of interception. 
With mil lions of users, it has since be- 
come the world leader in email encryp- 
tion and the de facto standard for 
Internet mail encryption. Almost a third 
of all Fortune 100 companies are using 
the product. In order to provide only 
the strongest encryption software, 
Pretty Good Privacy publishes all of its 
source code and algorithms for exten- 
sive peer review and public scrutiny. 
The company can be reached at 
415.631.1747; http://www.pgp.com. 


Phil Z Confronts his Mom 


We BERBERS 


AEA Sold Piecemeal 


Advanced Electronic Applications Inc is being sold— 
piecemeal. AEA Chairman Mike Lamb, N7ML, announced 


December 10 that AEA will sell each of its three product lines © 


(data products, test analyzers and antennas) to three sepa- 
rate buyers. Letters of intent are in place and agreements are 
in the drafting stage, according to Lamb, who already had 
laid off most of the staff at the company’s Lynnwood, Wash- 
ington, headquarters earlier this fall. 

Lamb assumed daily control over AEA earlier this year 
following the sudden departure of former AEA President 
Rod Proctor, KI7ZI. Subsequently, the company introduced 
several new products (including the long-awaited DSP-232 
multimode TNC) to the amateur market, but it appears to 
have been a case of too little, too late. As of late November, 
AEA was just barely in business, and telephone callers were 
being told to contact ARRL “in about a month” for informa- 
tion regarding service arrangements. 

The ARRL was not aware that it would be listed by 
AEA as acontact point, and those seeking customer service 
should not contact the ARRL to request it. The League can- 
not help AEA customers with service or technical problems. 

Lamb said this week that because of the intervening 
holidays, he didn’t anticipate the sales would be consum- 
mated until early January. He said the new owners “will likely 
offer warranty and out-of-warranty service to old AEA cus- 
tomers.” While he declined to reveal the names of the pro- 
spective new owners, Lamb said that at least one of the com- 
panies was already in the ham radio business “with a very 
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good reputation.” He also would not say whether the AEA 
name would survive the buyouts, but said he expected the 
new owners would maintain AEA’s standards. 

Lamb said an official announcement on the buyouts 
would be made “as soon as the sales are complete.” 


Home Web Users Growing - Survey 

NEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK, U.S.A., 1996 DEC 9 
(NB) — By Bob Woods. Usage of the World Wide Web by 
people in US households has more than doubled in the last 
year, according to a new study from PC-Meter. More than 
eleven percent of total US homes claim to have surfed the 
Web for goods in September of 1996, as compared to 4.4 
percent from a year ago. 

Of the total US households, almost 14 percent said 
they have used some type of Internet/online service in Sep- 
tember of 1996, indicating the America Onlines and 
Compuserves of the world are-still popular. 

Other figures provided to Newsbytes by PC-Meter 
show that the education levels and incomes of Web users 
tend to be higher. A majority of users have at least some 
college, with 28 percent possessing a master’s degree or 
higher. Many Web users earn at least US$60,000, with most 
(33.1 percent) making $100,000 or more. 

An examination of PC-Meter’s socioeconomic family 
status of Web users shows that 23.6 percent of Web users 
are white collar, with both the husband and wife being em- 
ployed. Almost 20 percent of users are made up of white 


Continued on page 24 
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“KNOWN FOR SERVICE” 


EVELYN D. GAUZENS 
W4WYR 
Broker/Associate 


FUTRELL COMPANY, INC. REALTORS 


TOWER COMPANY, INC. 


SERVING AMATEUR RADIO FOR 20 YEARS 


1639 Old Dixie Highway Office: ‘305) 233-4444 
P.O. Box 2806 FS Dig. Beeper: 880-0835 
Vero Beach, Fl 32961-2806 + Eves.: 642-4139 


(561) 567-3423 @ Fax (561) 567-3432 


ELECTRONICS REPAIR 


KLM COMMUNICATIONS 
oe «<® } * All Home Electronics 


se * Antiques 
* Affordable Repair 


INTERNATIONAL RADIO AND COMPUTER, INC. 
Your Number One Radio Repair Center for Florida and the USAII 


OUR 16TH YEAR 
o IRC] SUPPORTS YOU AND YOUR RADIO THROUGH: 
Upgrade Kits for Icom, Kenwood & Yaesu redios. 
Authorized Kenwood Warranty Service Center, 
. IRCI User Kenwood, Icom & Fox Tango Back Issue 
Newsletters. 


ee id 


4, IRCI User Radio Supplements for Kenwood & Icom. 
1306 Lakeview Rd. If it worked once... $. IRCI and Fox Tango 8 and 10 pole crystal filters. 
Lake Wales, Fl. 33853 It k Sah 6. Authorized Icom Dealer, 

(813)676-2375. Can WOTK again ° WE REPAIR 3804 South U.S. #1, Fort Pierce, FL 34982 


BROKEN RADIOSII §=—_- [407] 489-0956 FAX # [407] 464-6386 


KENWOOD - ICOM ee WMDKG 
TWO-WAY RADIOS 


Tech - Brian Sales - Mike 
FCC - PG-7T-8408 KEADOK 


HAROLD HEASTER Ae 
ge Lea Pomme, Ce MOMES aerate 


904-673-4066 or 1-800-84-RADIO 70.78.6266 Satter 
Calll for Everyday Very Low Prices | OVER 20 YEARS 07 SERVICE” 


DON'T MISS THIS ONE! 


Come join the 
Southeast Amateur Radio Association 


Lauderhill, Florida 
33351 


For more information call: 


Jerry, WB2BEC - 954-741-3955 
Monty, N4LLZ - 954-748-1560 


ASTRO TOO 


Surplus/Electronics Equipment 


Electronic Components 
Computer Supplies 


2854 Sarno Road 
Melbourne, FL 32935 (407) 253-3371 


SHRINE AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION 


a unit of the q ‘ 
Florida Shrine Association 


FRANK M. BUTLER, W4RH 
DIRECTOR, SOUTHEASTERN DIVISION 
AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE 


for intormation contact 
Gerry Skinner, K4LVZ, [ph (407)679-4244) 
3314 Ellwood Ct Winter Park, Fi 32792 or 
Jerry Deutscher KQ4UW. [ph (941)472-5130) of 
He j i&. jph. (407}727-137 1} of 
Hank Wells, W1TNE. jp 329 ELLIOTT ROAD. SE 


Join us on the Shrine Net which 
FORT WALTON BEACH, FL 32548 
meets each Sunday @ 8:30AM on 3935 KHz GT. PHONE: (904) 244-5425 
ro MCI MAIL: 311-3659 
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Shop (for Free Internet Service) 


NEW YORK, NEW YORK, U.S.A., 1996 DEC 16 (NB) 
— By Richard Bowers. Just when you think you’ ve seen the 
latest in Internet marketing, something new pops up. One 
new gimmick is from FreeRide Media, which, by giving a 
credit for certain types of Internet functions, is trying to bring 
to the Internet what coupons have brought to traditional 
marketing. 

By buying products from certain Companies or per- 
forming certain Internet functions, FreeRide will credit your 
Internet account with participating Internet service provid- 
ers (ISPs). Accumulate enough credits and a user could have 
free Internet access. Consumers enroll by visiting the FreeRide 
Web site at http://www. freeride.com , and then accumulate 
points toward free monthly Internet access by interacting 
with sponsors both online and off. 


Enrollees may purchase featured national brands, but 
must return the proofs of purchase for credit in the post-paid 
envelopes FreeRide provides. Additionally, they can earn 
points by visiting the FreeRide site and “clicking through” 
to sponsor Web sites, or by responding to national and re- 
gional surveys. 

FreeRiders can check their point balance in an online 
“wallet.” Every time their points add up to a free month, 
FreeRide automatically credits their account with an affili- 
ated ISP. Extra points may be saved toward the next month or 
applied against premium services, online subscriptions or 
other types of transactions. 

Jordan Stanley, president of FreeRide, told Newsbytes 
that every time a user visits a FreeRide sponsors Web site 
they will get'ten points. If they purchase a product, they get 
between 25 and 50 points. And if they participate in a survey 
the points accumulate according to the time involved. As 
soon as one-thousand points are accumulated, FreeRide will 
credit the user’s ISP for a free month. 


Stanley pointed out that the company estimates that, 
with normal usage, a user can accumulate a free month every 
five weeks. 


Maybe, notes Newsbytes, but considering there are 
only a dozen sponsors, a typical user would have to visit 
each site several times and purchase several items per month 
to receive a free month. For example, to qualify with 50 visits 
(over four visits per sponsor), a user would have to purchase 
an additional 10 items (at the maximum 50 points) to get a free 
month. Stanley pointed out that partial months are not cred- 
ited. 

To date, FreeRide has signed agreements with only 
about a dozen advertisers, including American Home Prod- 
ucts, Clairol, Duracell, Hefty, IBM, Johnson & Johnson, 
Kodak, Lever Brothers, Nabisco, Newsweek, Prince Sports 
Group, Rolling Stone, and US magazines and TDK. 

To date FreeRide has affiliation agreements from two 
national Internet service providers: InfiNet, a joint venture of 
Landmark Communications Inc., Knight-Ridder Inc., and 
Gannett Co.; and EarthLink. 
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‘CLASSIFIED 


Standard classified ad - 10 cents/word, $3.00 minimum 
charge. Commercial classified ad - 15 cents/word, $5.00 mini- 
mum. See submission details below. 


FOR SALE - EZ-Way Tower, 40', dismantled, ready to go - 
$350.00/with rotator. K4LEE, Lee, Homestead, FL 305-246- 
3892. 


WANTED - Quotes for the Military Tube Testers: TV2, TV7, 
TV10, National HRO Receivers with Coil plug-ins, Any quan- 
tities. Call Milton Levy (WSQJT), 2032 Australia Way West, 


Clearwater FL 34623. Ph: 813-791-4730 anytime. 

NEED TO CONTACT ANY OWNER - Kenwood MC835 Mi- 
crophone. Exchange technical information. Collect calls ac- 
cepted, 9AM-7PM. Vic Lopez (N4ICP) 16610 SW 99 AVE., 
Miami FL 33157-3246. Ph: 305-378-5457. 


Sandy (KE4TQZ) wonders: Since most packages say, “OPEN 
HERE”, what should one do if it says, “OPEN SOMEWHERE 
ELSE”? 


FOR SALE - Hewlett Packard 608C and 608D, with dangle 
- $50.00/ea. Local pickup only. Want - Panasonic PV-S4990 
VCR for parts. Bert, W4GRP, 3340 Turtle Mound Rd., 
Melbourne FL 32934. Ph: 407-254-1824. 


WANTED - Bird Slugs, 1 W, 110-160 MC, 100W, 100-250 MC, 
250W, 100-250 MC. Archie Shetler, WN3DHI, 2834 Wanda 
Dr., Titusville, FL 32796. Ph: 407-267-8918. 


Survey - Continued from page 22 


collar families with only the male being employed. - 

Web usage remains king in the technology-laden West- 
ern US, where 14.6 percent of homes claim to surf electroni- 
cally. The Southern US comes in second at 11.2 percent, 
followed by the Northeast at 10.6 percent and 8.6 percent in 
the North Central census region. 

All of these findings are from PC-Meter’s “National 
Survey of Hardware Ownership,” a quarterly syndicated re- 
port targeted at marketers that covers ownership of PCs and 
peripherals, online service subscriptions, and Internet us- 
age patterns. 

The latest survey tracked a sample of more than 9,900 


PC- and non-PC-owning households, with those numbers _ 


weighted and projected to represent all 98.7 million US house- 
holds. 

PC-Meter can be found on the Web at http:// 
www.npd.com/pemeter . 

(19961209/Press Contacts: John Walker, UpStart Com- 
munications, 716-242-5376; Leslie Singer, The NPD Group, 
516-625-2302. Reported By Newsbytes News Network: http:/ 
/www.newsbytes.com) 
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NEMAL ELECTRONICS INTERNATIONAL, INC. 
ELECTRONIC CABLE ¢ CONNECTORS © CUSTOM ASSEMBLIES 
———————————EE 


12240 NE 14th Ave. 
N. Miami, FL 33161 


BENJAMIN L. NEMSER Tel. (305) 899-0900 
President Fax (305) 895-8178 These multicultural New Years are Hell! 


FLORIDA SKIP SPECIALTIES G.M. ELECTRONICS SERVICE 


MAPS: 144, 220, 440 AND Packet - .25 ea. Ham Rapto : 
FCC: 610 & 610B Forms - FREE SERVICE AND REPAIR 

FLA: Applications for Amateur Radio License Plate - FREE At Maxes 

Ham Shack Calendars - FREE * Specialized Design Engineering/Construction 


® Also Marine Electronics 
(Send request & SASE for Maps, Forms, Applications) 


BOOKLETS: FL TFC Routing Guide $3.00 + 2.00 P/H 7130 North Main Street Guy Mallard, W6IYK 
Dear Mabel Award: $3.00 tocoverP/H — Jacksonville, Florida 32208 (904) 764-0042 


GO TRAVELING! 


AND THEN CALL ME FOR YOUR PLANS 


N4LLZ 
MONTE MIGDOL (N4LLZ) IS NOW WITH 
PRESTIGE TRAVEL 
CRUISES*AIR* HOTEL*TOURS*CARS 
SO CALL NOW! HOME: (954) 748-1560 
EVES 


Antenna rotators & Control Boxes as Cp 


REPAIRED : 


$30 00 plus parts) i QS 
wl shipping | 

wt ai Affordable Printer Accessories 
Conrad Kibler SCOTT & GAIL CALHOUN. 


10102 Cliff Circle - Tampa, FL 33612 12019 Uracus St. 
Telephone - 813-933-2850 Orlando, FL 32837 


U-LIFT Roger Radio 
By JB . 
6708 CR 651 ; 
Bushnell, FL 33513 eee circ diied 
352-793-4690 -All Makes: HF, VHF, Amps. Power Supplies 
WB4MOX WB4MOY Stina 
JOHN BEV. Preserving the charm of Amateur Radio 


DON’T CLIMB YOUR TOWER, USE A U-LIFT LIKE WE DO, 
IT’S SO EASY. 


Communication Electronics 


Kenwood Specialist Roger W. Warric 


954-961-2363 KK4KM 
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Florida Hamfest Update - Nov., 1996 


Compiled by Bill Britton, KB4VOL 


DATE LOCATION NOTES Feb 8 Pensacola Bayfront Municiple Auditorium — 
Talk-in on 146.760 & 444.925 
1997 INFO: Bill, WA4YRN (904) 476-8537 
pone Feb 15/16 Orlando Central Florida Fairgrounds 
Jan 4/5 Fort Myers Southwest Florida Hamfest 4300 W. Colonial Way 
at Cape Coral American Legion Talk-in on 146.760 
on 47th Terrace, Cape Coral INFO: Ken, KD4JQR (407) 961-2465 
Talk-in on 147.345 Feb 22 Brooksville VFW Hall in Spring Hill 
INFO: Jim, KQ4OR (941) 997-6423 Talk-in on 146.715 
Jan 11/12 Sarasota Robards Sports Arena INFO: Lee, WA3YMV _ (352) 799-1638 
3000 Fruitville Rd : Mar 8 Englewood Tringali Community Center 
_Talk-in on 146.910 & 444.925 on SR 776 in E. Englewood 
INFO: Sam, KE4BXF (813) 922-4591 Talk-in on 146.700 
Jan 18 Crystal River National Guard Armory INFO: George, KA4JK Y(941) 697-3445 
Talk-on on 146.955 -Mar 15/16 Ft. Walton Beach - Okaloosa County Fairground 
INFO: Chad, W3IKO | (352) 746-1299 1958 Lewis Turner Blvd. _ 
Jan 19 Pinellas Park Benefit Boy’s & Girl’s Club Talk-in on 146.790 
7790 61st St North INFO: Bud (10-7 CST) (904) 243-2404 
Talk-in on 147.060 Mar 22 Stuart FREE! At Martin County Fairgrounds 
INFO: Mike, KC4TEX (813) 823-4251 AIA south of Stuart 
Feb 1/2 Miami Dade County Expo Center Talk-in on 147.060 
i SW 112th Ave & Coral Way INFO: Dave, KE4AMW (561) 288-7100 
Talk-in on 146.760 or 146.925 Mar 22 Sebring National Guard Armory 
INFO: Evelyn, W4WYR(305) 642-4139 on U.S. 27, 6 mi N of Sebring 
o Feb 8 Arcadia Desoto County Fairgrounds ’ Talk-in on 147.270/145.330 
| US 17, 1/2 mi south of SR 70 INFO: Roy, KE4JCT (941) 382-4607 
iy Talk-in on 147,075 Mar 29 | Fanning Springs Livestock Pavillion Fairgrounds 


SR 26 & US 19 
Talk-in on ?? 
INFO: Glenda; K4KRU 


INFO: Doug, KN4YT (941) 494-5070 


(904) 542-3033 


2h eee eee 
HELP AVOID CONFLICTS - GET YOUR 
DATES IN EARLY! 


PLEASE SENT CORRECTIONS, ADDITIONS 
AND WHO TO CALL FOR INFO! 


Packet Address: KB4VOL @ KB4VOL 
Army Mars Call: AAT4RV 
Mail: Bill Britton, KB4VOL 
8703 S.E. Jardin St. Hobe Sound, FL 33455 
E-Mail: kb4vol@juno.com 
oPpRIsR Reb ppp reeiebiespbistkbieiisiesiicobslebiericebicisiskicisticeiskicsieriieckicniccctk 
VISIT OUR NEW WEB SITE! LOTS OF HAM 
INFO PLUS THE MONTHLY LISTS! 


http://pages.prodigy.com/kb4vol 


ROTATE RRR 


26 ; January 1997 4 SKIP 


Florida Skip Bookstop 


SHIPPING AND HANDLING 
INFORMATION 


Shipping and handling is $2 for the first item, $1 for each 
additional item, except where noted. Booksare shipped via __ 
book rate mail. For UPS delivery (US only) add $3 and be 
sure to include a street address (UPS cannot deliver to post 
office boxes. Foreign orders are normally sent via surface 
mail which takes 8-10 weeks. If you wish airmail delivery 

add $8 to your order. 


Yj, Yj “ UG 
Ly Uj C V4 Ta ee 
——— DYED EY 


ORDER FORM 


Name Florida Skip Books 
Address c/o Gerry Wentz/Editor 
| 672 Indian River Drive 


City/State/Zip. 


E 
| | 
IN | 
aS Name 
1 7 Q 
I Callsign j 
l 
Oj New 
; O Renewal Address 
O Change Information 4 eae 
2 City | 
1 O One Year $12.00* Fey Tae ‘ 
| OG Two Years $23.00* State — i 
1 © Three Years $34.00* ai: i 
I “Foreign subscriptions add Zipcode I 
I $12.00/year. f 


pe RAR eS PR a ale en ee ee ee ee et hd 
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ELI'S AMA TEUR RADI O 


ICOM YAESU SG230 SMARTUNER) 


# ALL MAJOR BRANDS NEW & USED @ RADIOS 
@ ANTENNAS @ ACCESSORIES 4 BOOKS 


7 DAYS A WEEK 


LOWEST DISCOUNT PRICES — 
CREDIT CARDS WELCOMED SE HABLA ESPANOL WE EXPORT 
BROWER: 1-800-780-0103 papaee 


(954) (305) 
525-0103 1/2 Block South of Route 84 944-3383 


2513 SOUTHWEST 9th AVENUE - FT. LAUDERDALE, FL 


444A AAA 
PEEEEE 
UNEWWWWH 
Y EARRRRRRRRRE! 


BULK RATE 
U.S. POSTAGE 
672 Indian River Dr. PAID 


Melbourne, FL 32935 ADDRESS 
N'MAIL 


